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= Abstract =

Tension Pneumothorax Developed during General Anesthesia

Kyeong A Yang - Jong Hak Kim - Chi Hyo Kim - Choon Hi Lee
Department of Anesthesia, College of Medicine, Ewha Woman's University

Pneumothorax can occur during general anesthesia by various mechanism.

Because tension pneumothorax may be manifested by unexplained hypotension or wheezing
during anesthesia, prompt diagnosis of the complication is often difficult.

The incidence of iatrogenic pneumothorax seems to be increasing, for the procedure ass-
ociated with pneumothorax such as internal jugular or subclavian venipuncture, intercostal or
interscalene nerve blocks, laparoscopy, operator should be prepared to treat this potential

complication without delay.

We presented one case of tension pneumothorax developed during general anesthesia per-
haps resulting from inadvertent lung injury during internal jugular vein puncture.

KEY WORDS : Tension pneumothorax - General anesthesia.
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Fig. 1. Preoperative chest PA shows normal finding.
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Fig. 2. Postoperative chest AP shows tension pneu-
mothorax in right lung field. Trachea and medi-

astinum was shifted to the left.
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