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In Reply: Comment on “Effect of Extracorporeal
Shockwave Therapy Versus Intra-articular
Injections of Hyaluronic Acid for the Treatment
of Knee Osteoarthritis”

June-Kyung Lee, MD, Bong-Yeon Lee, MD, Woo-Yong Shin, MD,
Min-Ji An, MD, Kwang-Ik Jung, MD, Seo-Ra Yoon, MD
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I appreciate your interest of our study and are grate-
ful for the comment. We evaluated and compared the
effects and outcomes of the extracorporeal shock wave
therapy and intra-articular injections of hyaluronic acid
in patients with knee osteoarthritis using the visual ana-
logue scale, Western Ontario and McMaster Universities
Osteoarthritis Index (WOMAC), Lequesne index, 40-me-
ter fast-paced walk test, and stair-climb test. The Osteo-
arthritis Research Society International recommended
performance-based tests to assess the physical function
in patients with knee osteoarthritis [1]. Therefore, we
conducted a 40-m fast-paced walk test and a stair-climb
test to further evaluate the patient’s physical function. As
is correct in your opinion assessment, the gait analysis
evaluation is an objective instrumentation to support the
effect of the extracorporeal shock wave therapy and the

intra-articular injections of hyaluronic acid in patients
with knee osteoarthritis. The pathology of the patient’s
osteoarthritis is commonly degenerative and chronic.
We agree that a long-term follow-up study is useful to
achieve the management of knee osteoarthritis. We are
going to apply it to the following study and will review the
results of this follow-up effort.
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