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Current Issues and Tasks of Genetic Cancer Nursing in Korea

Jun, Myunghee' - Choi, Kyung Sook? - Shin, Gyeyoung?®

'Department of Nursing, Daejeon University, Dagjeon, Korea - Department of Nursing, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, USA; *Department of
Nursing, Chung-Ang University, Seoul; *Department of Nursing, ShinHeung College, Uijeongbu, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this review article is to introduce how the Korean Society of Genetic Nursing (KSGN) has evolved and tried
to translate genomic knowledge to nursing practice, and then to suggest the future role of genetic nurses in Korea. Methods: A litera-
ture review was performed and the current status of genetic counselling in Korea was explored. Then the educational and clinical ex-
periences of the authors were incorporated. Finally, the main activities of Korean nursing for genetics were identified. Results: Two
types of genetic counsellor certification have been issued in Korea: one is issued by the Korean Society of Genetic Medicine, another
by the Korean Society of Breast Cancer since June 2011. A few Korean nursing researchers have continuously performed research re-
lated to genetic nursing and undertook several research projects funded by the government since 2003. In February 2011, KSGN was
established and is now trying to establish further international networks. Conclusion: Nursing genetic experts should be trained to
integrate all specialties for genetic counselling, so they can provide holistic genetic services including ethical, legal, and social issues
(ELSI).
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Table 1. Researches and Text Books Related to Genetic Nursing in Korea
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Published year Authors Title Journal/Publisher Volum (No), pages
2003 Kim MY The nurses’ knowledge and perception of their role in genetics J Korean Acad Nurs 33 (8), 1083-92
2004 Jun MH Genetic counseling Nurse Zine 17, 56-60
2005 Jun MH Cancer genetic counseling Seoul: Daehak surim Textbook
2005 Jun MH, et al. Psychosocial experiences of high-risk breast cancer women J Korean Oncol Nurs 5 (2), 146-69
undertaking genetic test
2006 Choi KS, Jun MH, &  The first Korean cancer genetic counseling program for nurses J Korean Acad Soc Nurs Edu 12 (1), 104-14
Anderson G
2007 Gu BK Comparison of knowledge according to the risk of hereditary Ehwa Women's University ~ Master’s thesis
breast cancer
2008 Choi KS, et al. The knowledge of hereditary breast cancer in Korean nurses J Korean Acad Soc Nurs Edu 12 (2), 272-9
2008 Choi KS, JunMH,  Implementing and valuating a nurse led hereditary cancer genetics Korean J Adult Nurs 20 (6), 815-28
Ahn SH & Anderson G educational program in a Korean breast cancer surgery clinic
2010 Choi KS, et al. Breast cancer screening for Korean women must consider Cancer Nurs 30(3), 1-10
traditional risks as well as two genetic risk factors: genetic
polymorphisms and inheritable gene mutations
2010 Choi KS, et al A study of the curriculum of genetics nursing education J Korean Oncol Nurs 10 (1), 103-11
2011 Gwen Anderson, Communication patterns in Korean families during BRCA genetic J Korean Oncol Nurs 11 (3), 193-202
Jun MH, Choi KS testing
2011 Jun MH, Anderson G Models of genetic counseling services and quality assurance: J Korean Acad Soc Nurs Edu 17 (3), 526-37

a theoretical inquiry
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Table 2. Conferences or Educational Programs Related to Genetic Nursing which are Held in Korea

Period Institution (city) Title

2003 Chung-Ang University (Seoul)  From laboratory to bedside: Why nurses need to know genetic science?

2004 Chung-Ang University (Seoul)  State of the art and science of genetic cancer risk counseling and nursing practice

2005.8.17 Gyemyung University (Daegu) ~ Genetic counselling and the nursing role

2005.11.14 Chung-Ang University (Seoul)  Special education for nurses: cancer genetics

2006.6.8-14 Chung-Ang University (Seoul)  Cancer genetic counselling program for nurses

2006.9.23/2007.9 Daejeon University (Daejeon)  ONS certified education: cancer genetics

2008.2 Gushin University (Busan) Educational program for cancer genetic counselling

2011.2.24 Korean Society of Genetic Nursing Issue of Korean genetic nursing (First symposium celebrating for launching KSGN)
(KSGN) (Seoul)

2011.7.19 KSGN (Seoul) 1st KSGN (Korean Society of Genetic Nursing) conference: genetic nursing and education

2012.9.26, 10.24, 11.23-24 Chung-Ang University (Seoul)

Educational program for cancer genetics for nurses

Table 3. International Conferences or Educational Program which Korean Genetic Nursing Scholars were Attended

Period Institution (city)

Presenter/Participants Title

2004.1-2005.6 City of Hope, Long Beach Children hospital,

UCSD (California, USA)

Choi KS, Jun MH, Gu BK' Clinical shadowing experience: cancer genetic counselling at

3 centers in Southern California

2005.5.25 23rd ICN Congress (Taepei, Taiwan) Choi KS, Jun MH, Symposium: genetic information and communication among
Anderson G Korean families during BRCA genetic test

2005.11 National Cancer Institute & ONS (Arizona, US) Jun MH A Genetics “Short course” for oncology nurses

2006.7-11 Cincinnati childrens hospital (Cincinnati, US) Jun MH Web Based Genetic Institute(WBGI) genetic nursing educational

program

2007.5.29 ICN conference and CNR (Yokohama, Japan) Choi KS, Jun MH, Gu BK, International collaboration for cancer genetic education for Korean
Anderson G nurses, and patients’ responses to nurses expanded role

2011.9. JSGN (Tokyo, Japan) Jun MH 10th anniversary of JSGN: genetic nursing and culture

2012.10.25-26 ISONG (Philadelphia, US)

Choi KS, Jun MH, Choi JY ISONG 24th annual conference: charting a course for genetic/

genomic nursing

2012.6-10 MCW birth clinic (Milwaukee, US) Jun MH Shadowing experience of prenatal genetic counseling

2012.11.11 FORCE (Madison, US) Jun MH HBOC patient supportive group discussion
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Table 4. Research Project Related to Genetic Nursing which are Granted from Governmental Funding Foundation

Title

Psychosocial experiences of high-risk breast cancer women undertaking genetic test
Psychosocial experience of breast cancer women taking cancer risk counseling:

America vs. Korea

Providing and evaluating a new clinical program for breast and ovarian cancer genetic

counseling in Korea

Small research colloquim: establishing knowledge base for cancer genetic counselling

practice in Korea

A development and application of the cancer genetic nursing program for colorectal

cancer in Korea

Periods Funding agency Primary Investigator
2003.8-2004.2 KAIST ELSI Project Jun MH
2003.12-2004.11  Korean Research Foundation Jun MH
2004.12-2006.11  Korean Research Foundation Choi KS
2008.8-2009.7 Korean Research Foundation Choi KS
2010.9-2013.8 Korean Research Foundation Choi KS
2011.5-2014.4 Korean Research Foundation Jun MH

Development and evaluation of the educational program for nurses in prenatal genetic

counseling
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