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Caring for Dying Patient with Glioblastoma Multiforme: A Narrative Analysis of the Caring
Experience of Family Caregiver

Kim, Myung-Ah' - Ryu, Eunjung? - Hong, Yeon-pyo®

'Department of Public Health, Graduate School of Social Development, Chung-Ang University; 2College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University; *Department of
Preventive Medicine, Chung-Ang University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this narrative study was to understand how family caregivers interpreted themselves life during caring for
dying patients with gliobalstoma, and how they integrated these experiences into their personal biographies. Methods: Three family
caregivers were recruited for the study. Data were collected through a series of audio-taped unstructured interviews and conversations
with participants. The interviews and observation were conducted between October and November, 2011. Data were analyzed using
psychosocial analytical methods that combined case based, in-depth staged analysis of narratives. Results: The life experiences of the
family caregivers with a dying family member were summarized as, in their own voices, the repetition of gliobalstoma; ‘a smart pa-
tient; ‘being obsessed with rehabilitation treatment;, ‘the frustration from nothing but just looking at the suffering of the patient; and a
stubborn son. Conclusion: Caregiving was characterised by various roles and life changes from the moment of diagnosis. Family care-
givers of brain tumor reported experiences similar to those described by caregivers of people with other cancers. What differed for this
group was the rapidity of change and the need for immediate information and support to assist with caring for a person with high-grade
glioma.

Key Words: Family Caregivers, Family Members, Glioblastoma Multiforme, Terminal Care, Conflict
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Table 1. The Demographic Characteristics of Participants

- Age Patient . . ECOG .
Participant o) age () Year at diagnosis PSR Relation
A 43 22 2011.9 1 Mother
B 34 65 Onset: 2005. 3 4 Daughter

Recurrent: 2011. 3
C 68 42 1991.6 0 Mother
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Conflict to the response

[Patient condition]
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Fig. 1. Family caregiver’s caring process.
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