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Recognition of Patients, Families, Nurses, and Physicians about Clinical Decision-making and
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Purpose: To identify the recognition of patients, families, nurses, and physicians about clinical decision-making and biomedical ethics.
Methods: Data were collected from October 23 to 30, 2012 using the structured questionnaires. A total of 200 data were analyzed us-
ing SPSS 20.0 version. Results: Response about who should receive the first notice of a cancer diagnosis?’ was significant difference
statistically. Cancer patients had preferences to be notified their diagnosis first. Patients responded the person who made decision of
treatment options would be physician first and then themselves. Families, nurses, and physicians answered that decision-maker would
be both of patient and family. All four groups answered that the person who made decision about care-giver after discharge was pa-
tient and their family. Nurses and physicians who didnt aware of the advanced directive were over 30.0%, and patients and family who
didn't aware of that were over 60.0%. Lastly, the rate of positive answer about making attempt of advanced directive after legalization
was over 80.0%. Conclusion: Patients attitude about making decisions is different from familys attitude. Nurses and physicians have
to put emphasis on the patients autonomy & self-determination and family members needs.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Respondents (V=200)
Patient (V=50) Family (V=50) Physician (V=50) Nurse (V=50)
Characteristics Categories
n (%) or M+SD n (%) or M+SD n (%) or M+SD n (%) or M+SD
Gender Male 22 (44.0) 13(26.0) 34(68.0) 0(0.0)
Female 28(566.0) 37(74.0) 16(32.0) 50(100.0)
Age (year) 49.4+13.0 412122
20-29 6(12.0) 9(18.0) 21(42.0) 25(50.0)
30-39 4(8.0) 13(26.0) 27 (54.0) 21(42.0)
40-49 13(26.0) 12(24.0) 2(4.0) 3(6.0)
50-59 27 (54.0) 16 (32.0) (0.0 1(2.0)
Marital status Single 9(18.0) 16(32.0) 28(56.0) 33(66.0)
Married 41(82.0) 34(68.0) 22 (44.0) 17 (34.0)
Children Have 40(80.0) 30(60.0)
Have not 10(20.0) 20 (40.0)
Religion Protestantism 10(20.0) 13(26.0) 9(18.0) 13(26.0)
Catholicism 8(16.0) 10(20.0) 10(20.0) 11 (22.0)
Buddhism 7(14.0) 8(16.0) 1(2.0) 3(6.0)
Others 3(6.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(4.0)
None 22 (44.0) 19(38.0) 30(60.0) 21(42.0)
Occupation None 11(22.0) 8(16.0)
Civil servant/teacher 2(4.0) 5(10.0)
Self-employed 14(28.0) 11(22.0)
Housewife 17 (34.0) 8(16.0)
Student 1(2.0) 6(12.0)
Part-time 1(2.0) 2(4.0)
Others 4(8.0) 10(20.0)
Area of specialty Medical - - 18(36.0) 22 (44.0)
Surgical - - 32(64.0) 28(56.0)
Bioethic education Experienced - - 26 (52.0) 42 (42.0)
Have no experience - - 24 (48.0) 58 (58.0)
Table 2. Locus of Clinical Decision - making by Respondents (N=200)
Patient (W=50)  Family (N=>50) Physician (V=50) Nurse (W=50) X
ltems Decision - maker X(p)
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
About notice of cancer Patient 21 (42.0) 7(14.0) 8(16.0) 11(22.0) 29.39
diagnosis Family 9(18.0) 22 (44.0) 26 (52.0) 9(18.0) (<.001)
Patient & Family 20(40.0) 21(42.0) 16 (32.0) 30(60.0)
About treatment options Patient 16(32.0) 11(22.0) 16(32.0) 18(36.0) 31.05
Family 2(4.0) 6(12.0) 4(8.0) 4(8.0) (<.001)
Patient & Family 15(30.0) 25(50.0) 27 (54.0) 28(56.0) 31.05
Physician 17 (34.0) 8(16.0) 3(6.0) = (<.001)
About final decision of critical Patient 37(74.0) 32 (64.0) 42(84.0) 46(92.0) 5.98
situation Family 7(14.0) 12(24.0) 6(12.0) 3(6.0) (112)
Physician 6(12.0) 6(12.0) 2(4.0 1(2.0)
Assistant of self - determination Family 26 (43.3) 37(51.4) 31(43.7) 47 (56.0) i
at final point* Physician 33(65.0) 31(43.1) 38(63.5) 25(29.8)
Nurse 1(1.7) 4(5.6) 2(2.8) 11 (13.1)
Others - - - 1(1.2)
A place to discharge Patient 24(48.0) 14(28.0) 9(18.0) 13(26.0) 24.57
Family 5(10.0) 8(16.0) 20 (40.0) 7(14.0) (<.001)
Patient & Family 21(42.0) 28 (56.0) 21(42.0) 30(60.0)
Primary care- giver Patient 13(26.0) 10(20.0) 2(4.0) 4(8.0) 15.26
Family 17 (34.0) 17 (34.0) 24 (48.0) 16(32.0) (:018)
Patient & Family 20 (40.0) 22 (44.0) 24 (48.0) 30(60.0)
Others - 1(2.0) - -

*Duplicable respondents; *Not calculated for significance.
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Table 3. Attitudes about Bioethic - related Issues by Respondents (V=200)
Patient (N=50)  Family (N=50) Physician (N=50) ~ Nurse (N=50)  ,or Fisher
Issues on bioethic o
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
About borame hospital Unknown (70.0) 30(60.0) 2(4.0) 15(30.0) -
episode Knew a little via mass communication (26.0) 17(34.0) 19(38.0) 28 (56.0) (<.001)
Searched the details of the issue 2.0 3(6.0) 14(28.0) 4(8.0) -
Discussed the issue through seminars 2.0) - 15(30.0) 3(6.0) (<.001)
Recognition about life - Unknown 13(26.0) 11(22.0) 1(2.0) 5(10.0) 14.28
sustaining treatment Knew a little via mass communication 35(70.0) 35(70.0) 27 (54.0) 32 (64.0) (.003)
Searched the detalils of the issue 2(4.0) 3(6.0) 8(16.0) 10(20.0) 14.28
Discussed the issue through seminars - 1(2.0) 14 (28.0) 3(6.0) (.003)
Experience of life - Experienced (12.0) 4(8.0) 16 (32.0) 10(20.0) 11.38
sustaining treatment Have no experience (88.0) 46 (92.0) 34 (68.0) 40(80.0) (.010)
Recognition of advanced Recognized (44.0) 16(32.0) 34 (68.0) 34 (68.0) 19.51
directives No recognition 28(56.0) 34 (68.0) 16 (32.0) 16 (32.0) (<.001)
Ethical justification of Justified 38(76.0) 38(76.0) 44(88.0) 44(88.0) 4.88
advanced directives Unjustified (24.0) 12 (24.0) (12.0) 6(12.0) (.181)
Need for legalization of Need 43(86.0) 42 (84.0) 47(94.0) 45(90.0) 2.90
advanced directives Not need (14.0) 8(16.0) 3(6.0) 5(10.0) (-408)
Applicability of advanced Applicable (80.0) 41(82.0) 42 (84.0) 44(88.0) 1.27
directives. when it is Not applicable (20.0) 9(18.0) 8(16.0) 6(12.0) (.736)
legalized
Preferred methods of Living will 30(60.0) 36(72.0) 30(60.0) 32(64.0) 4,00
advance directives Durable power of attorney (14.0) 2(4.0) 7(14.0) 5(10.0) (.677)
Both of them 26.0) 12(24.0) 13(26.0) 13(26.0)
ltems applying at living CPR (45.1) 39 (42.4) 41 (43.6) 47 (42.0) T
will* Respirator 31(37.9) 40(43.5) 36(38.3) 44(39.3)
Tube - feeding & fluid infusion 14(17.1) 13(14.1) 17(18.1) 21(18.9)
Legislation on family Necessary (94.0) 48(96.0) 45(90.0) 47 (94.0) 1.56
claims Unnecessary 6.0) 2(4.0) 5(10.0) 3(6.0) (.668)
Reasons against Non - ethical 8.3 7(16.7) 2(9.1) 2(7.1) f
legislation of advance Invalid at religious aspects (12.5) 2(4.8) 0(0.0) 1(3.6)
directives* Decreased patient's morale (25.0) 5(11.9) 5(22.7) 4(14.9)
Concerns for induction to shortened life (16.7) 9(21.4) 7(31.8) 9(32.1)
Developing new drugs (12.5) 8(19.0) 2(9.1) 6(21.4)
Differences of physician’s judgment, (25.0) 10(23.8) 6(27.3) 6(21.4)
information, & attitudes
Others - 1(2.4) - 0(0.0)

CPR = cardio - pulmonary resuscitator; *Duplicable respondents; "Not calculated for significance.
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