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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify a research trend of studies related to the Do-Not-Resuscitate (DNR) decision mak-
ing process in Korea. Methods: Assessing through five computerized databases, 889 studies were reviewed and of these 32 were in-
cluded. An integrative literature review and text network analysis were applied to examine the research. The keywords from each arti-
cles abstracts were extracted by using a program, KrKwic. Results: The number of studies on DNR decision has been increasing, espe-
cially since 2011. A descriptive study design (59%) was most commonly used in the research. In relation to factors affecting DNR deci-
sion, 97% of the studies stated patient factors and 66% stated family factors. Patient, DNR ‘decision; ‘treatment; life family’ were the
major keywords, and ‘patient’ and ‘care’ were dominant keywords that ranked high in coappearance frequency. Conclusion: Studies
related to DNR decision have been increasing, and themes of the studies have also been broader. Further research is required to inves-
tigate factors affecting DNR decision in specific populations such as cancer patients, the elderly, patients with end-stage of chronic dis-
eases etc. Moreover, a comparative study is necessary to define differences of research trends related to DNR decision making process

between Korea and other countries.
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Fig. 2. Word Cloud of DNR Decision: Created by Wordle Software

Fig. 3. Keyword Network Analysis of DNR Decision
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A. 1998~2008: degree centrality mean 0.39 (SD 0.22), Range 0~0.917

Fig. 5. Comparing Degree Centrality of Keyword Network
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B. 2009~2014: degree centrality mean 0.54 (SD 0.20), Range 0.183~0.983
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