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Organ transplantation is one of the remarkable achievements of scientists in the 21st
century. The rationale for organ transplantation is therapy for patients suffering from
organ failure. This remarkable achievement of science is facing a challenge of organ
shortage due egocentric organ distribution. Using the philosophical analysis method,
we suggest that reciprocal altruism be integrated into the organ distribution pool to save

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc/4.0/) which permits unrestricted
non-commercial use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly cited.

INTRODUCTION

Egocentric organ distribution refers to person’s powerless-
ness to comprehend that someone else's view or feeling
might be differ from theirs. It is an intellectual predispo-
sition of the individual to act according to duty not for the
sake of duty. Egoistic organ distributor does not expect
others to share points of view similar to theirs [1]. We
maintain that the above assertion negates moral duty to
others. Egocentric organ distribution manifests itself in
ontological forms. The ontological egocentrism failed to
demarcate between moral duty and self-organ distribution
[2]. In a more explicit sense, ontological egocentrism failed
to unwind emotional compositions or inclinations for the
sake of candidates on the waiting list because it is based
on individual's worth [3].

Egoism is the sense of self-importance in terms of or-
gan distribution. It is a hypothetical duty only to the self.
Egoistic organ distribution negates patients that are sup-
posed to receive an organ through altruistic organ distribu-
tion system are unable to do so because the distribution
channel is organ cannibalism. For psychological egoists,
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candidates on the waiting list.
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self-interest, such as selfish satisfaction, ultimately moti-
vates the acts of organ sharing. This, we maintain, has led
to thousands of patients dying on the organ waiting list [4].
There are many methods of organ distribution; individual
worth, distributive justice, and the altruistic distribution
system, but the altruistic organ distribution seems the
most practical approach for organ donation.

ALTRUISTIC ORGAN DISTRIBUTION

Altruistic organ distribution is a duty-based ethics, which
teaches that an act is right or wrong because of the sorts
of things they are, and people have a duty to act for the
sake of duty, regardless of the good or bad consequences
that may be produced [5]. The transplant ethics affirms the
distribution of organs for the greatest good, of the great-
est number of people. This, of course, affirms the social
relevance of certain individuals in the community. Altruis-
tic organ distribution is characterized by categorical imper-
ative and mental unselfishness of the organ distributors.
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HIGHLIGHTS

+ Organ donation is the process of surgically removal of
an organ from donors, and clinically transplant to pa-
tients suffering organ failure.

« Egoistic organ distribution is the politicalization of or-
gan distribution channels for the sake of the self.

* Reciprocal altruism implies that every citizen is an or-
gan donor and a potential recipient.

The objective of altruistic organ distribution is to expand
the organ distribution pool, through the unselfish organ
donation. Selflessness differently appears to mental vanity
because it is an aspiration to build the welfare of others [6].

DUTY

Duty is a mtea-ethics, it entails moral goodness of an
action. The implication of altruism as a moral duty or ob-
ligation is that individual actions are geared towards the
benefit of patients suffering from organ failure. Obligation
is a duty or a commitment where an individual is legal-
ly or morally bound to act for the common good of the
community. Moral duty obligates the individual to follow
morality and social etiquette in the organ distribution.
Organ distribution, for example, is a duty-based ethics,
which focuses on the universalization of morals [7]. We
maintain that the act of helping others is a moral duty to
society. Critics of altruistic organ distribution have argued
that it is a self-conciliatory approach to ethics. The eth-
ics of duty is an expression of charitableness, evoked by
empathy [8]. We contend that altruistic organ distribution
is a moral duty of the citizens to save candidates on the
waiting list.

Altruistic organ distribution is the feeling of dedication,
predicated upon moral values. The altruistic organ distri-
bution is good, but the critical question is, “Is genuine al-
truism conceivable? Would altruism motivate more poten-
tial organ distributions?” We contend that altruism is good
but insufficient to close the gap between the demand and
supply of organs. In this paper, we suggest “reciprocal
altruistic organ distribution”. Reciprocal altruistic organ
distribution presents a cognitive account of motivation. It
is an act of organ sharing and aiding. Reciprocal altruistic
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is a character, which is inherent to rewarding organ do-
nors. Burke maintains that fulfilling personal desires can
be selfish, and such is oftentimes selfish. The real prob-
lem here is equivocating self-satiety with immorality [9].
Altruistic organ distributions can be done from one of two
perspectives; from the idea of self-punishment and from
the ethical idea of blessing the receiver [10]. First, we will
discuss reciprocal altruistic organ distribution.

RECIPROCAL ALTRUISTIC ORGAN DISTRIBUTION

Reciprocal organ distribution is a civil, moral and political
duty of the citizens in a community. Reciprocal altruism
entails the integration of rational will of the citizens, to
positively respond to moral value [10]. For instance, it is
the duty of the citizens to pay their taxes because the
government has provided social amenities or infrastruc-
tures. The payment of taxes would enable the citizens to
continue enjoying the protection of the government and
infrastructures.

The above analogy is a reflection that altruism is a
selfless act without reimbursement. We maintain that
altruism in pure state, juxtaposes Maussian reciprocal
altruism. Reciprocal altruism is the obligation to give,
receive and reciprocate. Mauss’ theory focuses on dis-
tribution of gift, among individuals and groups and the
building relationships among humans [11]. Mauss’ theory
is a cardinal test of social relevance among humankind
to reciprocal distributes of an organ, unlike egoism that
projects the common good, only to the self without recip-
rocation.

The theory of gift exchange explores the moral obli-
gations of individuals to give gifts and, more importantly,
reciprocate the equal or greater value of organs. This
would inform more registration of organ donors, which
also qualifies to be potential organ recipients [11]. Receiv-
ing the gift produces feeling of gratitude. We contend that
Mauss' theory is a responsible innovation, which encour-
ages registrations to donate organs into the organ do-
nation pool. The Nuffield Council on bioethics holds that
reciprocity is the act of providing benefits or services to
another as part of a mutual exchange, which is not purely
altruistic [12]. Thus, the idea of reciprocation in gift giving
would motivate donors to give an organ, as benefactor to
receivers.
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CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS

Reciprocal organ distribution is self-sacrifice and mutual
organ donation. It is a communitarian approach to organ
donation. An individual donates an organ with the assur-
ance of receiving and an organ in the future. We suggest
that reciprocal altruistic organ donation be integrated into
the organ donation pool for the common good of society.
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