ORIGINAL ARTICLE

thstztssls|x| Ma4d M6z, 20144 12€

ISSN (Print) 2005-3673
ISSN (Online) 2093-758X

J Korean Acad Nurs Vol.44 No.6, 617-629
http://dx.doi.org/10.4040/jkan.2014.44.6.617

Maternal Conflicts of Vietnamese Married Immigrant Women in Korea

Cho, Hun Ha' - Park, Eun Sook? - Oh, Won Oak?

'Department of Nursing, Dongseo University, Busan
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Purpose: The purpose of the study was to identify and explain the essences and structures of maternal conflicts in Vietnamese married
immigrant women in Korea. Methods: A phenomenological methodology was used for the study. Eleven Vietnamese married immigrant
women participated in the study. Verbatim transcripts were analyzed using Colaizzi's method. Results: Four categories, 10 clusters and
26 themes emerged from the data for the experience in maternal conflicts of Viethamese married immigrant women. The four categories
were ‘An unprepared young motherhood in another culture’, ‘Feeling left out of the mother’s place along the bands of Nap tai tradition’,
‘My image is like not-being able to stand alone/be independent’ and ‘Finding hope in motherhood despite of conflicts and stigmas’.
Conclusion: Vietnamese married immigrant women experienced not only the negative aspects but also sublimation of maternal con-
flicts. Based on the results, health professionals need to develop effective nursing interventions toward a positive maternal identity and
approach with interculturalism for the Vietnamese married immigrant women in Korea.
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Table 1. Themes, Theme Clusters, and Categories

621

Themes

Theme clusters Categories

Pressures to have childbirth as soon as getting married due to husband’s old age

Pressures from in-laws to give birth to a boy
Difficulty in adjusting to pregnancy

Difficulties due to the cultural differences in family milieu and food
Suffering from cultural difference in postpartum care

Feeling heavy with worries about Korean difficulties
Frustration with no time to acquire the language

Giving and receiving money when getting married similar to the Vietnamese Nap

tai* tradlition

Being intimidated when my husband thinks that he did not get his money’s worth

on the marriage
Suppress my feelings of scoldings by my husband and mother-in-law

Parenting style is confusing

Bringing up children according to my mother-in-law’s method not by my own
My child doesn't listen to his/her mother

Worries about the child's future

My existence in the family is like oil over water
Difficult in finding my position as a mother

Feeling inability because | cannot do anything without my husband’s help
A mother who cannot read books to her children
Unhelpful and unsupportive husband and his family

Upset because of social scorn and neglect
Upset because my child is embarrassed by me
Feel my child’s flaws and mistakes are my fault

Want to learn for myself
Want to do my own work where | can find myself

Remembering the happiness at the birth of my child
Want to raise a confident and worthy child

An unprepared young
motherhood in another
culture

Difficulty due to the pressure of
pregnancy and childbirth

Suffering many cultural differences

Frustration because of a lack of skills
due to language barrier

Feeling left out of the
mother’s place along the
bands of Nap tai* tradi-
tion

Feel sense of sorrow of a foreign wife
who came to be married like the
modern Nap tai

Burdensome of Child-raising

Feeling isolated and different from
the family

My image is like not-being
able to stand alone/be
independent

Being overcome with shame

Suffers from the scorn and social
stigmas

Finding hope in mother-
hood despite of conflicts
and stigmas

Desire for a Vietnam mother’s
self-accomplishment

Hopes that she becomes a confident
Korean child’s mother

*Vietnamese marriage tradition that a new groom needs to make a donation to the bride’s village when he gets married.
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