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Factors Affecting Married Women’s Intention to Have a Second Child:
Focusing on Reproductive Health Factors

Shinhwee Oh - So-Young Lee

Population Policy Planning Group, Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, Sejong, Korea

{ABSTRACT)

Purpose: This study analyzed factors that influence married women's intentions to have a second child from the
perspective of reproductive health in Korea.

Methods: The analysis included 332 married women whose first child birth was within the last 3 years from the
2021 National Family and Fertility Survey data. First, the general characteristics of married women was presented
through frequency analysis. The differences in the characteristics of married women regarding their intention to
have a second child were also analyzed using a chi-square test and independent samples t-test. Second, we analyzed
the reproductive health characteristics of married women according to age using a chi-square test. Finally, logistic
regression analysis was performed to investigate the effect of married women's reproductive health factors on their
intention to have a second child.

Results: With various variables controlled, age, infertility, and negative pregnancy experiences had a negative
effect on the intention to have a second child, whereas child values and trust in the government had a positive effect.
In addition, differences in the reproductive health of married women were found according to age, and the propor-
tions of infertility, negative pregnancy experiences, and preterm birth or low birth weight of the first child were high
in elderly married women.

Conclusion: To alleviate the low fertility rate in terms of additional childbirth, it is necessary to combine and
strengthen not only medical treatment related to women's reproductive health but also psychoemotional counseling

as a non-medical treatment, with support from the government.
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Table 1. General characteristics of married women in the study (N=332)
o Intention to have a second child )
Characteristic Total '/t (p—value)
No Yes
Age group (yr) 2.617(0.270)
21-29 33 (43.4) 43 (56.6) 76 (22.9)
30-34 63 (42) 87(58) 150 (45.2)
35-44 55(51.9) 51(48.1) 106 (31.9)
Education 0.326 (0.850)
< High school 31 (47.7) 34 (52.3) 65 (19.6)
Graduate from college 108 (45.4) 130 (54.6) 238 (71.7)
Graduate from graduate school 12 (41.4) 17 (58.6) 29 (8.7)
Region 0.002 (0.964)
Dong-area 125 (45.3) 151 (54.7) 276 (82.9)
Eup/Myeon-area 26 (45.6) 31 (54.4) 57(17.1)
Employment status 0.427 (0.513)
Employed 73 (47.4) 81 (52.6) 154 (46.4)
Unemployed 78 (43.8) 100 (56.2) 178 (53.6)
Monthly equalized household income (KRW 10,000) 3.214 (0.360)
<200 27 (45) 33(55) 60 (18)
>200, <300 41 (40.2) 61 (59.8) 102 (30.6)
>300, <400 34 (43.6) 44 (56.4) 78 (23.4)
>400 49 (52.7) 44 (47.3) 93(27.9)
Household assets (KRW 10,000) 1.806 (0.614)
15,000 31 47.7) 34 (52.3) 65 (19.6)
>15,000, <30,000 42 (44.7) 52 (55.3) 94 (28.3)
230,000, <50,000 27 (39.1) 42 (60.9) 69 (20.8)
250,000 51 (49) 53 (51) 104 (31.3)
Household debt (KRW 10,000) 0.743 (0.863)
None 37 (48.7) 39 (51.3) 76 (22.8)
{10,000 36 (45) 44 (55) 80 (24)
210,000, <20,000 41 (42.3) 56 (57.7) 97 (29.1)
>20,000 37 (46.3) 43 (53.8) 80 (24)
Child values (score) 151 (2.89) 181 (3) 332(2.95) —2.440 (0.015)
Trust in the government (score) 151 (2.33) 181 (2.49) 332(2.42) 2.186 (0.029)
Satisfaction with the sharing of housework & childcare (score) 151 (2.64) 181 (2.74) 3322.7) -1.534 (0.126)
(continued).
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Table 1. General characteristics of married women in the study (N=332) (continued)

Intention to have a second child

Characteristic No Yes Total ¥/t (p—value)
Reproductive health
Infertility 2.455(0.117)
No 133 (47.2) 149 (52.8) 282 (84.7)
Yes 18 (35.3) 33 (64.7) 51 (15.3)
Negative pregnancy experience 4,788 (0.029)
No 137 (47.7) 150 (52.3) 287 (86.2)
Yes 14 (30.4) 32 (69.6) 46 (13.8)
Preterm birth or low birth weight (first child) 0.561 (0.454)
No 141 (46.1) 165 (53.9) 306 (92.2)
Yes 10 (38.5) 16 (61.5) 26 (7.8)
Mode of delivery (first child) 0.692 (0.406)
Vaginal delivery 69 (43.1) 91 (56.9) 160 (48.2)
Cesarean section 82 (47.7) 90 (52.3) 172 (51.8)
Postpartum depression 0.119 (0.730)
No 94 (44.8) 116 (55.2) 210 (63.3)
Yes 57 (46.7) 65 (53.3) 122 (36.7)
Reproductive health problems in the past year 0.122 (0.727)
No 101 (44.7) 125 (55.3) 226 (67.9)
Yes 50 (46.7) 57(53.3) 107 (32.1)

Values are presented as number (%) unless otherwise indicated.
According to the survey design, the age distribution of respondents was 19-49 years, but married women analyzed in this study were 21-44-years—old,
and they were divided into three sections based on the number of samples.

Table 2. Reproductive health characteristics of married women according to age (N=332)

Age group (yr)

Characteristic Total ¥’ (p—value)
21-29 30-34 35-44

Infertility 27.428 (€0.001)
No 73 (94.8) 135 (90) 74 (69.8) 282 (84.7)
Yes 4(5.2) 15 (10) 32 (30.2) 51 (15.3)

Negative pregnancy experience 6.647 (0.036)
No 72 (93.5) 122 (81.3) 93 (87.7) 287 (86.2)
Yes 5(6.5) 28 (18.7) 13(12.3) 46 (13.8)

Preterm birth or low birth weight (first child) 4.670 (0.097)
No 75 (97.4) 137 (91.3) 94 (88.7) 306 (92.2)
Yes 2(2.6) 138.7) 12(11.3) 26 (7.8)

Mode of delivery (first child) 13.158 (0.001)
Vaginal delivery 45 (59.2) 78 (52) 36 (34) 160 (48.2)
Cesarean section 31 (40.8) 72 (48) 70 (66) 172 (51.8)

Postpartum depression 3.753(0.153)
No 55(72.4) 89 (59.3) 66 (62.3) 210 (63.3)
Yes 21(27.6) 61 (40.7) 40 (37.7) 122 (36.7)

Reproductive health problems in the past year 3.262 (0.196)
No 52 (68.4) 108 (72) 65 (61.3) 226 (67.9)
Yes 24 (31.6) 42 (28) 41 (38.7) 107 (32.1)

Values are presented as number (%) unless otherwise indicated.
According to the survey design, the age distribution of respondents was 19-49 years, but married women analyzed in this study were 21 —44-years—
old, and they were divided into three sections based on the number of samples.
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Table 3. Logistic regression analysis of married women’s intention to have a second child (N=332)

Variable (ref: no intention) B SE Odds ratio p-value
Age -0.075 0.030 0.927 0.011
Education (ref: <high school)
Graduate from college -0.402 0.341 0.669 0.238
Graduate from graduate school -0.819 0.539 0.441 0.129
Region (ref: Eup/Myeon—area) -0.101 0.321 0.904 0.753
Employment status (ref: unemployed) 0.103 0.284 1.109 0.717
Monthly equalized household income (In) -0.299 0.312 0.742 0.338
Household assets (In) 0.073 0.129 1.075 0.572
Household debt (In) 0.022 0.033 1.022 0.514
Child values 0.824 0.302 2.280 0.006
Trust in the government 0.387 0.180 1.472 0.031
Satisfaction with the sharing of housework & childcare 0.155 0.208 1.168 0.455
Reproductive health
Infertility (ref: no) -0.963 0.368 0.382 0.009
Negative pregnancy experience (ref: no) -0.751 0.373 0.472 0.044
Preterm birth or low birth weight (first child) (vef: no) -0.339 0.466 0.713 0.467
Mode of delivery (first child) (ref: vaginal delivery) 0.157 0.245 1.170 0.520
Postpartum depression (ref: no) -0.027 0.251 0.973 0.913
Reproductive health problems in the past year (ref: no) 0.207 0.257 1.231 0.420
Constant 2.071 2.453 7.936 0.399
-2 Log likelihood 424.563
Likelihood ratio chi-square (df) 33.476 (17) 0.010

SE, standard error.
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