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Background and Objectives Ranulas, pseudo cysts found on the floor of mouth, develop
from the retention or extravasation of saliva from the sublingual gland. The main treatment of
ranula is surgical excision but the extent of surgery is controversial. The aim of this study was
to evaluate the significance of sublingual gland excision in the surgical treatment of ranula.
Subjects and Method We retrospectively reviewed 112 patients with ranula who had un-
dergone surgical excision from January 2004 to April 2016. Those who underwent any previ-
ous treatment such as sclerotherapy, marsupialization, or excision of cyst were excluded in the
study. Surgical outcomes including complications and recurrence were compared between the
group that went through simple cyst excision and the group that went through cyst and sublin-
gual gland excision.
Results Of 112 patients, 94 were simple ranula and 18 were plunging ranula. Thirty-seven
(33%) were male and 75 (67%) were female. Of the 94 simple ranula patients, 23 underwent ex-
cision of cyst only; the remaining 71 patients and all other patients with plunging ranula under-
went excision of cyst and sublingual gland together. The recurrence rate was significantly lower
for the cyst and sublingual gland excision group than for the simple cyst excision group (2.2%
vs. 17.4%, p=0.004). The complication rate did not differ between the two groups (4.3% vs. 1.1%,
p=0.298).
Conclusion The excision of sublingual glands as well as cysts is an important option to reduce
recurrence in the surgical treatment of ranula.
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Variable Number of patients (n=112) 29 HO = 239Q20%)= shutE AAleTHS Ald)sS
Gender (%) o 899|(79.5%) 0| A= FlutE AA|&T EAlof el A
Male:female 3775 (38e7) A& AR, & HTHL T shukEe] B9 9del
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Table 2. Surgical approach and extent for ranula
Simple ranula (n=94) Plunging ranula (n=18) p-value
Surgical approach (%) <0.001
Intraoral 94 (100) 9 (50)
Intraoral-franscervical 0 9 (50)
Extent of surgery (%) 0.019
Simple cyst excision 23 (24.5) 0
Excision of cyst with sublingual gland 71 (75.5) 18 (100)
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Table 3. Comparison of recurrence and complications in the surgical treatment of ranula

Variable Simple cyst excision (n=23)  Excision of cyst and sublingual gland (n=89) p-value
Follow-up period (month) 4.43+11.88 2.79+3.45 0.52
Recurrence (%) 4(17.4) 222 0.004
Complication (%)
Hematoma 0 0
Tongue hypoesthesia 1 (4) 1(1.1) 0.298
Wound dehiscence 0 0
Marginal mandibular nerve palsy 0 0
Table 4. Comparison of recurrence and complications in the surgical treatment of simple ranula with intraoral resection
Variable Simple cyst excision (n=23) Excision of cyst and sublingual gland (n=71) p-value
Recurrence (%) 4(17.4) 2(2.8) 0.013
Complication (%)
Hematoma 0 0
Tongue hypoesthesia 1(4.3) 0 0.077
Wound dehiscence 0 0
Marginal mandibular nerve palsy 0 0
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