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CASE REPORT

A Case of Autoimmune Hepatitis Following Acute Hepatitis A

Young Doo Kim, Kyung-Ah Kim, Woo Sun Rou, June Sung Lee, Tae June Song, Won Ki Bae and Nam-Hoon Kim

Department of Internal Medicine, llsan Paik Hospital, Inje University College of Medicine, Goyang, Korea

The pathogenesis of autoimmune hepatitis (AIH) is unclear, but viral infections have been proposed as a potential trigger
in patients with genetic predisposition. We report a case of AIH following acute hepatitis A (AHA). A 57-year-old woman presented
with fatigue and pitting edema for last 3 months. She had been diagnosed as an AHA 15 months ago based on clinical
features, biochemical tests and positive HAV IgM antibody at a local clinic. Her biochemical tests was normalized one month
after AHA diagnosis, but the serum levels of aminotransferase started to rise four months after AHA diagnosis. Antinuclear
antibody was positive at a titer of 1:40, and anti-smooth muscle antibody was also positive. Hypergammaglobulinemia and
liver pathology were typical for AIH. The patients had a score of 17 according to the International Autoimmune Hepatitis Group's
system. She was given prednisolone and azathioprine and showed complete response to immunosuppressive therapy. The
present case is the first report on AIH triggered by AHA in Korea. (Korean J Gastroenterol 2011;57:315-318)
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Fig. 1. Pathologic findings of liver biopsy specimen. (A) Interface hepatitis with bridging fibrosis was observed (H&E stain, x100). (B) Lympho-
plasmacytic infiltration was also noted (H&E stain, x400).

Table 1. Clinical Course of the Patient

Months since AHA

diagnosis 0 1 4 15 (AIH diagnosis) 21
AST/ALT (IU/L) 954/909 19/16 189/255 114/57 55/39
Total bilirubin (mg/dL) 6.2 1.2 2.1 2.4 0.9
Protein/albumin (g/dL) 75/4.2 N/C 7.1/4.0 75/2.7 7.0/3.8
Platelet (x1,000/uL) 119 170 120 67 60
HAV IgM Positive N/C Borderline Borderline N/C

AHA, acute hepatitis A; AlH, autoimmune hepatitis; N/C, not checked.

(ALT)7} 954/909 TU/Lo|3l HAV IgM @47} eFAlo]glch ul 27 g/dL, AST/ALT 114/57 IU/L, % W24l 24
BER AR ¥ 240l AUHT B T 15 A B4 me/dl, Pl EAEE 116 UL (HIH9] 30-120), 7
0F JEHL Y 1171E AEE EES SAL ¢l 2 F et 24 o] 4y (gamma-glutarmyl  transpeptidase)
U AST, ALT/E A%317) A43i9ot HEd ARG WSk 89 U/L (RWS] 9640k BRLI Hlolela L
o e il AEE FEa 231, 9ot Sol ek 4 GAl= 27 ST ol ar, CHREY HiolZ A A=
QT WA 24 WAL Al § AL AL 2F LAl FURABNAIE (140, PulEREeloR)
o Felzlo] YolT, FEHEAE Ak AAIN Sol  AAMA) 4, HUH (anti-smooth muscle antibody,
Welo] glglon, W 3y A BROIA AHY 475 A4 ASMAN: 9pd, Me2EEd G (mmunoglobulin G-
0 GoIZA} 9 BB STAO N o] 2L ATk 7 2,688 mo/dL (RTHS] 700-1600)01ck. o4 AlegE
Yo A Fol Algo] gisith S AdkEd, 12403t HAE AES 29, 559 dAAEE 9 AHtS
AARES T8kt $Ake] A% 145 cm, A5 60 kgo©| 27E BYthFig. 1). = A A7PH Y7 5 (Internatio-
A3, W Al €2 125/64 mmHg, WEr: 573)/8 5 nal Autoimmune Hepatitis Group, IAIHG)Q] A=A ¢t
o 203)/5, Al 36.5°CTh AAHA A Fuke] o] of AT, o4, ALT A%, Al 2258 57 ANA &
Ao, AuEFEIRT- WA Fopct. HuE o d, ASMA ¥4, AMA &4, °F=, 59 e, Awgredat
OBELS QRot, Aol Bansel gtk T2 WANT V& 5O BN 24 27 5L ool 17
ol Aol Al AMA 8.9 g/dL, WAL 3,190/mm’, AT Ho g 3A3}9th Prednisone 30 mg/Y, azathioprine 50
67,000/mm’ o0, BALTANONN TREEH AZE  mgdT ARS ARslel, a%o] AA LFolol pre
20.9%(44%)th. AsFstAA o= 2= ddll 75 g/dL, EF dnisolone 5 mg, azathioprine 50 mgl. & {4 Zo|t}. &
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