Special Issue -

_7:(_]-_’ -_’L]']-_'
T HO X uw
o o o

Ooooo oooo oo

0obooooooo oz

Kwan Soo Byun, M.D.

Department of Internal Medicine

Korea University College of Medicine, Guro Hospital

E mail : Kwsbyun@unitel.co.kr

n Korea, the pattern of age specific seroprevalence of

anti  HAV has changed with economic growth. The preva-
lence of anti  HAV in age 1—20 years declined from 60% in
1980 to 9% in 1995. As a resullt, this age group has a high risk
for HAV infection, and actually the incidence of clinically overt
hepatitis A is increasing in adolescents and young adults
recently. In contrast, the prevalence of HBV carriers has been
markedly decreased up to less than 1% in children because
of the preventive strategies for HBV infection. The prevalence
of HBsAg among Korean adults also declined from 8.0% in
male and 6.1% in female in the 1980s to 7.4% in male and
3.6% in female in 1997. This article reviews recent epidemio-

logic changes of acute and chronic hepatitis in Korea.
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