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Background : The epidemic of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or sexually transmitted infections (STls) is an
important public health issue in the worldwide. Therefore, we investigated the trends of the seroprevalence of HIV
and, syphilis and the gonorrhea positive rates in Gwangju from 2002 to 2006.

Materials and Methods : The results of laboratory tests for HIV, syphilis and gonorrhea were collected from five
public health centers and 19 hospitals in Gwangju. The number of tested patients from 2002 to 2006 was 348,202
cases for HIV, 80,115 cases for syphilis and, 103,548 cases for gonorrhea.

Results : HIV/AIDS infections have rapidly increased at public health centers and hospitals. Especially, most of
newly HIV—infected people were patients on ambulatory care/hospitalization, and they were also found via pre—
operation tests and according to the clinical symptoms. The gonorrhea positive rates have gradually decreased
by year while the syphilis infection rates have slightly increased from 2002 to 2006.

Conclusions : We have to determine the reasons why HIV and syphilis infections, but not gonorrhea, have increases
simultaneously by the year. These results should be helpful to create a more effective STD prevention policy and the
treatment guidelines for the people in Gwangju in the near future.
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Table 1. The Positive Rates of Anti-HIV Antibody in Gwangju, by Year

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Year
Public  Hospital Public  Hospital Public  Hospital Public  Hospital Public  Hospital
No. of tested 18,768 32,010 15,491 47462 13,023 53,714 10,387 66,439 11932 78,976
No. of newly HIV-infected 1 4 6 8 6 24 5 27 10 33
Positive (%) 0.005 0.012 0.038 0.017 0.046 0.045 0.048 0.041 0.084 0.042

Abbreviation : Public, Public health centers
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Table 3. The Incidence of Syphilis and Gonorrhea in Gwangju, by Year

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Year
Syphilis Gonorrhea  Syphilis Gonorrhea  Syphilis Gonorrhea  Syphilis Gonorrhea  Syphilis  Gonorrhea
No. of tested 21,449 28,787 19,751 28,164 15,074 20,883 11,506 13,117 12,335 12,597
No. of postive results 35 393 57 145 57 66 72 43 119 35
Positive rate (%) 0.163 1.365 0.289 0.515 0.378 0.316 0.093 0.328 0.965 0.278
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