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Factors Affecting the Social Distance between Minority Groups and
Nursing Cadets
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify factors affecting the social distance between minority groups and
nursing cadets. Methods: A cross-sectional survey design was used. A questionnaire was distributed to the entire
Armed Forces Nursing Academy cadets. Data from 273 nursing cadets were analyzed using t-test, ANOVA, Pearson
correlation coefficients and Stepwise multiple regression. Results: Social distance had positive correlations with col-
lective identity (r=.28) and multiculturalism (r=.37). A negative correlation was found between social distance and
perceived threat (r=-.38). Perceived threat, multiculturalism, collective identity, and frequency of contact with minor-
ities were identified as factors affecting the social distance. The model explained 24% of the variables. Conclusion:
To effectively respond to the minority groups' nursing needs in the army, educational programs which help to reduce
the perceived threat, to strengthen multiculturalism, and to establish a healthy collective identity of nursing cadets
need to be developed.
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Table 1. Demographic and Cultural Experience Characteristic of Participants (N=273)
Variables Characteristics Categories n (%) or MESD
Demographic Age 203+137

characteristics

Year 1 77 (28.2)
2 72 (26.4)
3 65 (23.8)
4 59 (21.6)
Religion Christianity 72 (26.4)
Catholicism 55(20.1)
Buddhism 53 (19.4)
None 93 (34.1)
Multicultural Travel abroad Yes 196 (71.8)
experience No 77 (28.2)
In contact with minority group members Yes 55 (20.1)
No 218 (79.9)

Contact frequency > 1/month 14 (5.1)
< 1/month 41 (15.0)
None 218 (79.9)
Marriage of relatives with minority people Yes 28 (10.3)
No 245 (89.7)
Ability in foreign languages Yes 232 (85.0)
No 41 (15.0)
Volunteer work Yes 96 (35.2)
No 177 (64.8)
Participation in education program Yes 47 (17.2)
No 226 (82.8)

Table 2. Collective Identity, Multiculturalism, Percieved Threat, and Social Distance (N=273)
Variables M=SD Min Max
Collective identity 4,67%£0.71 2.50 6.00
Multiculturalism 4.53+0.76 1.00 6.00
Perceived threat 3141091 1.00 6.00
Total social distance for 5 minority groups 415+0.78 1.70 6.00

Migrant workers 3.83£1.09 1.00 6.00
Women in international marriages 4231085 1.00 6.00
Children of couples in international marriages 4.68%0.83 2.00 6.00
North Korean refugees 3.83+1.09 1.00 6.00
Korean Chinese migrants 4.3310.88 1.50 6.00
Social distance for Korean people 5.46+0.69 275 6.00
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Table 3. Comparison of Social Distance according to Participant Characteristics

(N=273)

L . P
+

Characteristics Categories M=ESD tor F (Scheffé)

Year 1 year 4.28%0.79 1.53 .208
2 year 401+0.83
3 year 4.17%0.83
4 year 4.12£0.64

Religion Christianity 411077 0.48 694
Catholicism 4.09%0.89
Buddhism 425%0.79
None 415%0.73

Travel abroad Yes 417%0.78 0.91 304
No 4.08%0.79

In contact with minority group members Yes 4.45%0.89 3.24 .001
No 4.07+0.74

Frequency of contact with minority members >1/month* 478%+1.02 7.05 .001
< 1/month” 4.33+0.83 @>c)
None* 4.07+0.74

Marriage of relatives with minority people Yes 4.40%0.80 1.79 075
No 412%£0.78

Ability in foreign language Yes 4.17£0.80 0.98 327
No 4.04£0.70

Volunteer work Yes 4.27+0.80 2.00 046
No 4.09£0.77

Participation in education program Yes 4.28+091 1.11 273
No 4.12£0.75

Table 4. Correlations of related Variables with Social Distance (N=273)
Social distance Collective identity Multiculturalism Perceived threat
Variables
r (p) r (p) r (p) r (p)

Social distance 1

Collective identity .28 (<.001) 1

Multiculturalism 37 (<.001) .29 (<.001) 1

Perceived threat -.38 (<.001) -.23 (< .001) -.32 (< .001) 1
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Table 5. Factors Affecting Social Distance

(N=273)

Variables Adjusted Cum R Partial R* B B t p

Perceived threat 14 14 -0.23 -0.26 -4.62 <.001
Multiculturalism 21 07 0.24 0.24 4.09 <.001
Collective identity 23 .02 0.15 0.14 2.45 015
Frequency of contact 24 01 0.45 0.13 2.40 .017
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