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Purpose: This study was done to provide information on issues of nursing core

competencies needed in the fields of nursing practice for graduates in nursing, from the
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perspective of nursing managers,
education programs, Methods: Ten nursing managers participated in this study, They
were in charge of clinical nursing education in the fields of nursing practice, Data were
collected using focus group
methodology of Downe - Wamboldt's, Results: Six types of nursing core competency -
therapeutic nursing competency, professional nursing competency, administrative nursing
competency, humanistic nursing competency, relational nursing competency, and personal
nursing competency - were identified as nursing core competencies needed in the fields
of nursing practice for graduates in nursing, Conclusion: Results of the study show
important evidence for decision-making about nursing curriculum revision based on
nursing core competency, both in the classroom and in nursing practice areas, These
results should contribute to the development of evaluation indicators for nursing students
Further research is required to measure degree of nursing core
competency in graduates of nursing and to identify the effect of competency-based
education for improving nursing core competency.

and to make suggestion for improving nursing

interviews and analyzed with the content analysis
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants
ID .Length' of Position Classification .Count *Of
work in nursing (years) sickbeds* (n)

A 21 Nursing Education Head nurse General Hospital 675

B 21 Nursing Education Head nurse Advanced Care Hospital 1,721

C 16 Nursing Unit Head nurse Advanced Care Hospital 1,096

D 14 Nursing Education Head nurse Advanced Care Hospital 460

E 17 Nursing Education Head nurse Advanced Care Hospital 601

F 21 Sub-director of Nursing Department Hospital 354

G 22 Nursing Education Head nurse General Hospital 318

H 26 Director of Nursing Department General Hospital 505

| 27 Team Manager of Nursing Department Community Health Center .

J 32 Team Manager of Nursing Department General Hospital 488

*Data from HEALTH INSURANCE REVIEW and ASSESSMENT SERVICE webpage (http://www hira.or kr)
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| Selecting the unit of analysis |

J
| Creating and defining the category |

g

| Pretesting the category definition and rules |

4

| Assessing reliability and validity |
4

| Revising the code rules if necessary |

4

| Pretesting the revised category scheme |
J

| Coding the data |
J

| Reassessing reliability and validity |

Figure 1, Procedure of content analysis (Downe-Wambodt, 1992),
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