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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate factors which influence freshmen
nursing students' problem solving abilities, Method: The data were collected from 119
students by means of self-reported questionnaires measuring problem solving abilities,
critical thinking disposition, and self-directed learning, on March 7th and 11th, 2010,
Result: For problem solving ability categories, the level of problem discovery was the
highest followed by solution plan, problem definition, solution evaluation and solution
implementation, The influencing factors on problem solving abilities of nursing students
were critical thinking disposition, self-directed learning and gender, Conclusion: Using the
results of this study as a foundation, nursing education curriculum should be comprised
of critical thinking skills and self-directed skills for the improvement of nursing students'
problem solving abilities, It is also recommended that further studies be conducted in
order to investigate comprehensive curriculum designs that allow for maximum
accumulation of these proficiencies,
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1) =H|sHZ 2 (Problem Solving Ability, PSA)
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(Table 1) Characteristics of subjects (n=119)
Variables N (%) Mean+SD
Age > 19 95 (79.8) 19.15+2 48

< 20 24 (20.2)
Gender Female 101 (84.9)
Male 8 (15.1)
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(Table 3) The correlations of age, critical thinking disposition, self-directed learning and problem solving ability of subjects

(n=119)
Age Critical thinking disposition Self-directed learning Problem solving ability
(CTD) (SDL) (PSA)
Age 1.00
CTD .195* 1,00
SDL 274 687 1.00
PSA 11 674 571 1.00
*p< 05 p< 01, *™p< 001
(Table 4) Contributing factors of problem solving ability (n=119)
PSA B SE 8 t P R F P
Constant 12370 7.489 1,652 0.101
Gender 4 907 2.259 0,146 2173 0.082
CTD 0573 0,101 0,519 5,693 (001 0,497 37924 ¢.001
SDL 0173 0,082 0,191 2.100 0,038
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