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Abstract

Although the advantages of breastfeeding, such
as nutritional and immunologic support to the baby
and improvement of emotional bonding between
mother and baby, are well recognized, economic
benefits of the breastfeeding are not emphasized,
Breastfeeding help mothers save money to pur-
chase breast milk substitutes and related equip-
ments, such as bottles, nipples and sterilizers, It also
reduces the incidences of common respiratory and
gastrointestinal infection of babies, premenopausal
breast cancer and ovarian cancer of mothers, and
related hospital expenses, For employed mothers, a
hospital visit due to illness of their babies can cause
absence from their work places, For estimation of
the economic advantages of breastfeeding in Korea,
we surveyed the cost of the breast milk substitutes
and related equipments, The yearly costs for the
formulas were 763 thousand to 2.5 million wons, and

for the equipment was 360 to 480 thousand wons, If
the breastfeeding rate of the total population in-
creased to 50%, 162- 294 billion wons can be saved
per year in this country by reducing the costs for the
formula at the equipment. Total hospital expenses
for the iliness of babies can be reduced by 7,9-13 8
billion wons per year and hospital costs for maternal
breast and ovarian cancers can be reduced by 24 8-
577 billion wons per year, Durations of maternal
absence from their work can be reduced to the value
of 21, 6-42.5 billion wons per year, In summary, by
increasing breastfeeding rates in this country to
50%, 216.4- 4075 billion wons can be saved every
year,
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Table 1. Annual Cost of Formula Feeding per Baby

Unit price Annual expenses
Formula %
manufacturer of formula for purchase of formula
(won/800g can) (won)

A 14,200 763,390
22,300 1,123,920
31,700 1,597,680

B 16,000 806,400
20,000 1,008,000
30,000 1,512,000

C 50,000 2,520,000

*Expected amount of formula was estimated to 40,320 g in
a year.
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Table 2. Annual Cost of the Purchase of Milk Bottles and
Related Equipments for Formula Feeding for a Baby

Equipment Unit price (won)  Annual cost (won)

Milk bottle 16,000~20,000 240,000~280,000
Cleanser 4,500 18,000
Bottle sterilizer 70,000~150,000 70,000~150,000

Bottle brush 7,000 28,000
Bottle clamp 4,000 4,000
Total 360,000~480,000
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Table 3. Reduction of Medical Expenses in Korea by Decreasing lliness in Infants as Breastfeeding Rate Increases

Total medical Increased Estimated medical R_eduction of Ho_s;_)ital Estimateq red_u_ction
lliness e)§p_ense(A) risk expenses (B)*  medical g)fpenses* visits of hospital visits™
(million won) (million won) (A-B) (million won) (day) (day)
Otitis media 5,914 24 5,263 651 562,702 61,868
Pneumonia 9,674 1.7-5 8,061-8,976 698-1,613 244,449 17,111-41,556
Other respiratory infections 50,259 1.7-5 41,883-46,631 3,628-8,376 4,465,777 312,604-759,182
Enteritis 11,513 3 10,011 1,502 640,393 83,251
Urinary tract infection 4,416 2.6-5.5 3,656-3,896 520-760 72,359 8,683-12,301
Sepsis 8,051 21 7,276 775 82,363 8,236
Necrotizing enterocolitis 532 6-10 427-438 94-105
Total 7,868-13,782 491,753-966,394

*If exclusive breastfeeding rate increases from 35% to 50%
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