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gricultural work involves many health hazards, and these can induce related health pro-

blems. However, because of low public concern and insufficient political support in the
South Korean agricultural sector, agricultural health and safety is facing a serious crisis. The
common work-related diseases of agricultural workers are the work-related musculoskeletal dis-
eases like osteoarthritis of the hip and low back pain, skin diseases, pesticide poisoning, infec-
tious and respiratory diseases, and the health effects of exposure to physical agents. For the
most part, these health problems are related directly to agriculture work. Given the paucity of
research into agricultural practices in Korea in general, there is little information about agricul-
tural health and safety conditions in particular. To protect agricultural worker health and prevent
the hazards related to farm work, comprehensive approaches are needed in rural areas.

Keywords: Work; Occupational diseases; Agriculture; Republic of Korea

AN B AYE el ol = 1 Bl B ATEL 153
ot} o|eigt uj7 °ﬂ—t— wA]o B3l w2 B70] Fs)
1 GRIEe) AEAE Qo deh wAGR W o] Yol A9 Bl Wigo] D AR H ¢S] 2
O et WA /AL gom, w7 A4 ez obsl 2 2RAela 4784 23he] 2wl gk whe <129
o] gltka ] Qe 2, A, g ZHolA] Fa 3 BAFo] AREY|E aehil, =gk, WA el A5t
o] BESe Ao FAMe AN Bl HAA S EEUAS u|F0] Hx} FAsHE Aol Tl 24
Z 5 ol 39, U2 SHolME B Aol oM o) Y HRe] o8t i) Zoji okolw T u)Ao]
ol 08 A4S 3 Q] L A% AR o] B o s BUe Fed Trhieleln A2 ot
2] Aalioh etas 2ed S e-e A Hshdck A AT 2T AT S tek AbelE Balo] =
Sefuet Fese) AFEA B paekEe] Al opA: i AN FlEe] 73E g AEH =
YA 197000 o) F 2 QukHel Ao A 7Y Aol
=3 9ozl et olehs Fe 5544w BEd BiRe ae} Hoolse] w3 B Fo Ay

© Korean Medical Association

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-nc/3.0) which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is
properly cited.

J Korean Med Assoc 2012 November; 55(11): 1063-1069 thstelargzixl 1063



@
M= Rohs

Table 1. Occupational health hazards and outcomes of agricultural
workers

Hazards Examples of crop  Health outcomes

farming

Ergonomic stress
physical work load

Gardening (house  Musculoskeletal
and field diseases and

vegetables) and soft tissue
livestock disorders
Dust (organic and Gardening, rice Allergies and
inorganic), fume, farming, and respiratory
and gases livestock diseases
(asthma, COPD,
and farmer’s
pneumonitis)
Pesticides Gardening and rice  Poisoning and
farming neuropathy
Biological agents Field farming and  Infectious
livestock diseases and
dermatitis

Physical agents Gardening, rice Noise-induced

(noise, heat, and farming, and hearing loss,

cold) fruit growing heat cramp,
heat stroke, and
frostbite

COPD, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
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