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Current status of the management of cancer

patients in Korea

Sun Keun Choi, MD

Department of Surgery, Inha University Hospital, Inha University School of Medicine, Incheon, Korea

Cancer remains one of the leading causes of mortality worldwide and poses a major threat to public health. Cancer
incidence and death rates have increased in most countries since 1990. Therefore, the importance of systematic
measures within the public health system, such as special hospitals for cancer patients, has been emphasized. Korea has
established a 10-year plan to treat cancer patients and has implemented national cancer control policies (the 10-Year
Plan for National Cancer Control) over the past 20 years, and these policies have resulted in dramatic breakthroughs in
cancer survival. However, by focusing on the visible outcomes of cancer control, these policies have not shown adequate
results in terms of building an integrated support system to improve the quality of life of cancer survivors or terminal
cancer patients. In the future, the government should strive to build a comprehensive cancer management system that
incorporates multipurpose integrated support measures, such as multidisciplinary, palliative, and hospice care.
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Table 1. Current status of regional cancer centers in Korea

Designated year Hospitals Type

2004

3 National university hospitals
Jeonnam (Hwasun)

Comprehensive

Jeonbuk
Gyeonsang

2005 3 National university hospitals
Chungnam

Comprehensive

Busan
Gyeonbuk
3 National university hospitals
Jeju
Gangwon
Chungbuk
2011 3 Private university hospitals
Gachon Gil
Ajou
Ulsan

2006 Comprehensive

Specialized

Reproduced from National Cancer Center. Regional cancer center support pro-
grams [Internet]. Goyang: National Cancer Center; 2016 [4].
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Table 2. Palliative care service utilization in Korea

Year No. of' new No. of national Rate of pql'liati.ve care

inpatients cancer deaths service utilization (%)
2008 5,046 68,912 7.3
2009 6,365 69,780 9.1
2010 7,654 72,046 10.6
2011 8,494 71,579 11.9
2012 8,742 73,759 11.9
2013 9,573 75,334 12.7
2014 10,559 76,611 13.8

Reproduced from National Cancer Center. Government supporting project for se-
lected hospice palliative facility [Internet]. Goyang: National Cancer Center; 2016 [6].
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