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Primary care is a key component of a health care system and many countries have been making efforts to strengthen
their primary care. We aimed to outline the status of health service research on primary care in Korea. In Medline and
nine Korean databases, we searched the original articles published in peer-reviewed journals through December 2015,
and summarized and dlassified the articles. Their publication year, journal name, research methods and research topics
were presented. The main categories of research topics were health care delivery, utilization, quality, workforce, resources,
financing, and others. The total number of research papers was 297, and these were mainly published in domestic Korean
journals (92.6%). The most frequently adopted research methods were quantitative ones, and various types of data were
used. The most two common topics were health care delivery and quality of care. Diversity of data sources, lack of public
research funding and low participation of primary care physicians were also found. A clarification of the scope of health
services research and refinement of topic classification will be beneficial. In short, this study provides a basis for building
a primary care health services research database and can be used as a data source for subsequent research. It is also
necessary to set research priorities for the development and evaluation of primary care policy.
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Table 1. Searched databases, their covered periods and URL addresses, and search terms

Covered
Name period URL address Search terms
PubMed 1946-  http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/  Ambulatory care, ambulatory care facilities, family

physicians, family practice, general practice, general
practitioners, outpatient clinics, primary care, primary
care physicians, primary health, primary healthcare,
primary health care, primary health service, Korea
KoreaMed 1958-  http://www.koreamed.org Ambulatory care, clinics, family medicine, family
physician, general physician, general practitioner,
general practice, outpatient clinics, primary care,
primary care physician, primary health, primary
healthcare, primary health service, primary medical

care
Databases in Korean language lichaeuiryo, ilcha euiryo (primary care), ilchajinryo,
Korean Medical Database 1955-  http://kmbase.medric.or.kr ilcha jinryo (primary medical care), ilchabogeoneuiryo,

ilcha bogeon euiryo (primary health care), euiweon

National Digital Scientific Library 1956-  http://scholar.ndsl.kr < ) L

R h Information Sharing Service 1953-  http://www.riss.kr (clinic), gaeweon (opening of office), juchieui
esearc 9 p- > (personal doctor), ilbaneui (general physician)

Korea Citation Index 1990-  https:/Awvww.kci.go.kr

National Assembly Digital Library 1950-  http://dl.nanet.go.kr

Research Information Center for Health? 1962-  http://www.richis.org

DBpia 1948-  http://www.dbpia.co.kr

Korean Studies Information Service System 1952-  http://kiss.kstudy.com

URL, uniform resource locator. *This service is no longer available.
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Table 2. Eligibility criteria

Item Criteria

Research type Health services research

Literature type Original article with method section published in a
peer-reviewed journal
Study setting Primary care setting, including clinics, public health

centers and sub-centers

Hospital setting in which professional development
of physicians was planned and conducted

Health workforce  Physician or medical doctor
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Table 3. Number and percent of articles by topic group and sub-group

Group Sub-group Frequency Percent
Provision 75 253
Practice behavior 56 18.9
Disease distribution 14 4.7
Personal doctor 5 1.7
Utilization 29 9.8
Patient choice 17 5.7
Personal doctor 12 4.0
Quality 74 25.0
Instrument development 5 1.7
Patient satisfaction 4 1.4
Primary care attributes 21 7.1
Care quality in general 44 14.8
Workforce 60 20.2
Education and training 43 14.5
Doctor distribution 1 3.7
Professionalism 6 2.0
Resources 14 4.7
Medical devices 5 1.7
Medical information 7 24
Medical facilities 2 0.7
Financing 20 6.7
Spending distribution and 14 4.7
determinants
Claim review 4 1.4
Reimbursement scheme 2 0.7
Others 25 8.4
Organization management 14 4.7
Research 3 1.0
Health policy in general 8 2.7
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Table 4. Number, percent and cumulative percent of articles published in top 15 journals

Aul2s A77ARS Tlole 2L ool

Journal name

Frequency Percent

Korean Journal of Family Medicine (2009-)
Korean Journal of Family Practice (2011-)
Journal of the Korean Academy of Family Medicine (1992-2008)
Family Physician (1984-1992)
Health Policy and Management (2013-)
Korean Journal of Health Policy and Administration

Journal of Preventive Medicine and Public Health (2004-)
Korean Journal of Preventive Medicine

Journal of Agricultural Medicine and Community Health (2005-)
Korean Journal of Rural Medicine

Korean Journal of Medical Education

Journal of the Korean Medical Association

Journal of Korean Medical Science

The Journal of the Korean Public Health Association

Korean Journal of Health Economics and Policy (2004-)
Korean Review of Health Economics

Quality Improvement in Health Care (2013-)
Journal of the Korean Society of Quality Assurance in Health Care

Journal of Digital Convergence
Healthcare Informatics Research

Korean Journal of Hospital Management
Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety
Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases
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