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Current status and plans for development of
medical self-regulation in Korea

Hwi Won Kim, PhD' - Claire Junga Kim, MD?
'Department of Social Studies, College of Education, 2Department of Medical Education, School of Medicine, Ewha Womans University,
Seoul, Korea

Following several medical scandals, the issue of medical regulation has come under the spotlight in the Republic of
Korea. In this article, the authors examine the administrative measures newly required of doctors in the past five years
in order to illustrate the current state of medical regulation and demonstrate the urgent need for self-regulation. The
history of the General Medical Council in the United Kingdom and its newly launched system of “revalidation” can
provide an instructive example of a self-regulation system, and it suggests several principles for self-regulation in Korea.
The recent disarray can be viewed as an opportunity to introduce a new system of self-regulation. The authors present
three principles— professionalism, transparency, and fairness—for a successful system of medical regulation.

Medical regulation; Self-regulation; Licensure; Professionalism
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Table 1. Central association’s request for administrative measure for disqualification and the administrative Z=17 0] A Z0}0 1] 0]9] 5
measure according to it, doctors (2011-2015) T8 O} r’} Exﬂi 5 OT‘QH“EJ.Q

_ -1y e
The number of request and administrative measure 2011~ 2012 2013 2014 2015 off oz AAAA| A2e] 8+ A
according to Article 66 paragraph 1 subparagraph 1 20154 279 %ﬂﬁ}ﬂ%‘iﬂ, 1 oAE

No. of central association’s request for administrative - - - - 2

measure for disqualification 29 F&o FYRITHA 2ot A
No. of administrative measure according to the - - - - 0 -

central association’s request for disposition 7 Aol E ik, vt S

22910l 2THS YA H9
= 7 77 AR olEelA Bis

Table 2. Total number of administrative measures on doctors for five years (2011-2015)

=] e} yali=Ne]
No. of administrative measures on doctors 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Z]_’—%]—%]"J AHAGA AL ofofxl
No. of revocation of license 5 16 9 19 28 QL A gl AAo|tH(Table 1).
No. of suspension of license 404 797 197 241 1,592 o

S zvgﬂ
Iulsto] &7 Fojek

o prysA Aol ol v,

‘-l_‘
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Table 3. Revocation of license, doctors (2011-2015)

Grounds for license revocation of license accordingto 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Medical Service Act article 65 paragraph 1 gH HEof gt BAEA R
Falling under any subparagraph of Article 8 about 1 10 9 15 13 YA X EO] =x]of WA Ad 5T
grounds for disqualification (subparagraph 1)
Colm s
Medical practice during the suspension or suspended 1 1 0 0 13 O] Fol5 A EH Ha|F|ao] SlojA]
more than three times (subparagraph 2) -
et folulgt WEo] Q= Ao Hol

Failure to fulfil condition on Article 11 (subparagraph 3) - - - - -

Leasing doctor’s license certificate to someone else 3 5 0 4 2
(subparagraph 4, 5)

fe e

OF=THTables 2,3), L&t} AAAA]
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Table 4. Suspension of license, doctors (2011-2015)

Grounds for license suspension according to
Medical Service Act Article 66 paragraph 1

2011 2012

2013 2014 2015

Undermining the dignity of medical personnel
(subparagraph1)

Employed by a person ineligible for establishing a
medical institution to perform medical practices
(subparagraph 2)

Receiving financial benefits, etc. in violation of Article
23-2 (subparagraph 9)

Falsely preparing and issuing a medical certificate or
postmortem examination report, etc. (subparagraph 3)

Medical expenses by fraudulent or other wrongful means
(subparagraph 7)

Violating article 20 (subparagraph 4)

Acting in violation of Article 27 paragraph 1
(subparagraph 5)

Letting any person, other than medical technician,
perform the duties of a medical technician, etc.
(subparagraph 6)

Violating this Act or any order issued pursuant to this Act
(subparagraph 10)

92 283

23 72

164 218

62 100

63 124

47 45 1,268

29 84 94

51 41 75

26 31 66

44 40 89

Table 5. Undermining dignity of doctors under the Article 66 paragraph 1 subparagraph 1 (2011-2015)

Grounds for undermining dignity of doctors according

to 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Medical Service Act subparagraph of Article 32 paragraph 1

Conducting medical treatment not recognized
academically (subparagraph 1)

Conducting unethical medical treatment (subparagraph 2) 30 13

Running false or exaggerated advertisement
(subparagraph 3)

34 76

Conducting excessive medical treatment (subparagraph 4) 7 4

Giving and receiving money and other valuables in
connection with work, such as selection of specialized
doctors (subparagraph 5)

Enticing or causing enticement of patients who are about 15 37

to use other medical institutions to medical institutions

at

which they are employed or which they have established,

for profit (subparagraph 6)
Enticing patients who get prescriptions from them to a

particular drugstore in collusion with the opener of such

drugstore or a person employed at such drugstore, for
profit (subparagraph 7)
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