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Middle East respiratory syndrome

outbreak and infectious disease
control in Korea

Byungyool Jun, MD
Graduate School of Public Health, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

After the first diagnosis of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) in Korea on May 20th, 2015, significant fear
and anxiety surrounding infectious diseases has emerged in the community. Using the recent MERS case in Korea
as an example, we hope to identify problems in the governance of infectious diseases management and to suggest
improvements. Korean Health authorities have demonstrated inadequacy in several areas in preparing for and
responding to emerging infectious diseases threats. There is lack of monitoring or education regarding prevention,
and there are no systems for monitoring people visiting or residing in infectious disease risk areas. Moreover,
operating a continuous monitoring system by the Korea Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention (KCDC) is very
difficult due to the lack of permanent support for a clear command and control system and specialists for responding
to public health emergencies. The MERS situation has highlighted the importance of risk communication during
public health crises. In order to advance the governance of infectious disease management, the KCDC should be
improved as a priority. The Korean government should nurture the development of professional personnel who can
respond to global health crises. Furthermore, the expansion of medical isolation facilities within hospital wards and
emergency departments is needed. However, the cooperation of the public is a critical factor in this campaign. The
public should be educated about appropriate action during disasters and public health crises, including strategies
for practicing this action in everyday life.
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