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| Abstract |

ystematic and effective means for promoting and protecting the welfare of the disabled

requires reliable criteria that accurately demonstrate the presence and measure the severity
of the disability. Given the same disability, however, the degree of that disability may measure
differently according to the particular criteria used in Korea. In addition to inconsistency, the
varying set of criteria has resulted in significant diagnostic errors, fraud, and malingers, leading to
overall distrust and dissatisfaction. Accurate disability evaluation is the key for the welfare for the
disabled. Evaluation of the physical impairment is possible only by the medical doctors. Doctors
should know the concept, purpose, and methods of disability evaluation.
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20,000( 7%) 7,260million 9,070million

41,000(15%) won, 10% won, 14%

38,000(14%)

10,000( 4%) 13,780million
. won, 23%
166,000(60%) n
O Traffic Accidents O Traffic Accidents
O Industrial Insurance 4,370million O Industria?l Insurlance
[ Reparation Suits won, 7% [0 Reparation Suits
O Welfare Law for the Disabled O Welfare Law for the Disabled
275,000 persons [ National Pension 66,390million won [ National Pension
Figure 1. Estimated number of disability evaluation in Korea. Figure 2. Estimated cost of disability evaluation in Korea.
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Table 1. Types of disabilities in the Korean Welfare Law for the Disabled (2003)

Category Division Class Group
Body & Extremities Amputation, Joint, Dysfunction, Deformity
Brain Complex dysfunctions of central nervous system
External - .
Body Vision Vision
) Auditory Auditory and Balancing
Dysfunction )
Speech Voice and Speech
Physical Appearance Dysfiguration
Impairment Kidney Hemodialysis or renal transplantation
| Heart Cardiac dysfunction
nternal . . .
Organ Liver Liver dysfunction
Dvsfunction Respiratory Chronic severe respiratory difficulty
v Fistulas Fistulas limiting ADL
Epilepsy Chronic severe seizure
Mental Learning Difficulty Q<70
| . Psychiatric disability Chronic severe psychiatric illness
mpairment ) .
Autism Autism
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