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' Abstract |

Hepatitis A is a vaccine preventable disease. Improvement in the socio-economic status and
general public health of Korea over the last 30 years has led to a shift in the seroprevalence
of hepatitis A. This lowered endemicity has caused an upward shift in the average age of
infection, resulting in a larger number of individuals at risk of clinically significant hepatitis A
infection. Now in Korea, for those aged less than 10 years old, the anti-HAV prevalence was
above 50%, which is mainly contributed to the result of vaccination. However, the prevalences of
antibody in the 10s and 20s were 10 to 30%, respectively, which are significantly lower than
those in other age groups. As people in this age group are at high risk for an epidemic of hepati-
tis A, a catch-up immunization may be considered. Also, routine immunization should be

considered in the near future after cost-effectiveness studies to control the disease burden of
hepatitis A.
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Table 1. Reported cases of acute hepatitis A in National Senti-
nel Surveillance System (3)

Age (yr) 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001

0~4 4 3 2 3 2 1
5~9 20 13 8 2 6 3
10~14 63 33 15 12 12 5
15~19 105 58 28 35 47 6
20~29 914 370 182 166 147 43
30~39 659 241 100 30 77 24
40~49 116 60 15 3 21 10
50~59 16 5 4 3 1 3
> 60 26 38 5 3 4 5

Total 1,923 796 359 312 317 105
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Figure 2. Geographic distributions of acute hepatitis A in National
Sentinel Survelllance System on 2006 (3).
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Figure 3. Age-specific seroprevalence of anti-HAV in Korea on 2006 (22).
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Figure 4. Seroepidemiologic changes of anti-HAV in Korea between 1979 and 2006 (22~25).
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* Sum of total doses during 1998~2006 + sum of total birth number during 1997 ~2005
= 4,184,202 + 5,027,893 = 41.6% (estimated hepatitis A vaccine coverage rate).

Figure 5. Sales amount of hepatitis A vaccine in Korea between 1998 and 2006 (unpublished data).
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