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Current Status and Factors Affecting Prenatal Care by
Married Immigrant Women
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify factors affecting prenatal care (PNC) by married immigrant women.
Methods: This study was a secondary analysis of "Reproductive Health Status of Married Immigrant Women and
Policy Directions in Korea" by the Korea Institute for Health & Social Affairs. The participants were 727 married
immigrant women from Asia. Data were analysed using descriptive statistics, x* test and logistic regression with
SPSS 14.0. Results: Of the 727 women interviewed, 91.7% visited prenatal clinic. However, first time for PNC was
late and total number of PNC was lower (9.07) than the average of Korean women. Timing and number of PNC in
rural area were later and fewer than those in urban area. PNC by these women was significantly lower in those who
had lived in Korea longer and for those who the employed. However, PNC was significantly higher in those who
attended health education during pregnancy and had not experienced premature delivery. Those who attended
health education during pregnancy (OR=2.84, ClI=1.49~5.40) or were unemployed (OR=0.51, C1=0.26~0.99) were
more likely to have PNC. Conclusion: These findings illustrate the need to strengthen the public information and
provide special services to their demands about PNC for married immigrant women.

Key Words: Prenatal care, Emmigrants & immigrants, Pregnancy
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Table 1. Marriage Immigrant WWomen's Prenatal Care according to General Characteristics (N=727)T
Total pNct (+) pNct () ,
Characteristics Categories X p
n (%) n (%) n (%)

Nationality Vietnam 401 (55.5) 370 (92.3) 31 (7.7) 5.64 131
Philippines 152 (21.0) 133 (87.5) 19 (12.5)
Cambodia 57 (7.9) 55 (96.5) 2(3.5)
Others 113 (15.6) 105 (92.9) 8(7.1)

Stay in Korea (year) <1 54 (8.1) 54 (8.8) - 12.89 .005
1~3 337 (50.4) 316 (51.5) 21 (38.2)
3~5 140 (21.0) 124 (20.2) 16 (29.1)
>5 137 (20.5) 119 (19.4) 18 (32.7)

Family type Nuclear family 353 (48.6) 317 (47.5) 36 (60.0) 3.72 156
Extended family 340 (46.8) 319 (47.8) 21 (35.0)
Others 34 (4.7) 31 (4.6) 3(5.0)

Maternal education Primary school 91 (12.6) 79 (12.0) 12 (20.0) 4.13 .248
Middle school 211 (29.3) 198 (30.0) 13 (21.7)
High school 248 (34.4) 227 (34.3) 21 (35.0)
> College 171 (23.7) 157 (23.8) 14 (23.3)

Age difference with 0~10 younger 15 (2.1) 14 (2.2) 1(1.8) 2.69 .443

husband (year) 1~9 older 149 (21.1) 134 (20.6) 15 (26.3)

10~19 older 392 (55.5) 3606 (56.4) 26 (45.6)
>20 older 150 (21.2) 135 (20.8) 15 (26.3)

Job Having 154 (21.5) 133 (20.2) 21 (35.0) 7.56 .006
No 562 (78.5) 524 (79.8) 38 (64.4)

Social safety net Yes 73 (10.5) 63(9.9) 10 (18.2) 3.73 .054
No 621 (89.5) 576 (90.1) 45 (81.8)

Korean language Little understandable 10 (1.4) 8(1.2) 2(3.4) 5.15 272
A few vocabulary 183 (25.3) 171 (25.8) 12 (20.3)
Short sentence 438 (60.0) 397 (59.8) 41 (69.5)
Fluent 92 (12.7) 88 (13.3) 4(6.8)

"The total sample size may not equate to the breakdown because of missing data; ¥ prenatal care: (+) means > 1 visits to prenatal clinic,

Table 2. Current Status of Marriage Immigrant Women's Prenatal Care (N=727)T
Total Big city Small town Rural area
Characteristics Categories
n (%) orM*ESD  n (%) orMESD  n (%) or MESD n (%) or MESD
Prenatal care Yes 667 (91.7) 149 (94.3) 218 (91.6) 300 (90.6)
No 60 (8.3) 9(5.7) 20 (8.4) 31 (9.4)
First visit to prenatal clinic <4th 299 (50.3) 76 (53.9) 95 (51.1) 128 (47.9)
after LMP " (week) 5~8th 202 (34.0) 47 (33.3) 66 (35.5) 89 (33.3)
9~12th 66 (11.1) 16 (11.3) 16 (8.0) 34 (12.7)
13~16th 6(1.0) 1(0.7) 1(0.5) 4(1.5)
>17th 21 (3.5) 1(0.7) 8 (4.3) 12 (4.5)
6.34%5.46 5.68£3.36 6.22+5.27 6.76£6.39
Total numbers of visits to 1~6 144 (26.5) 28 (21.5) 40 (24.7) 76 (30.2)
prenatal clinic 7~9 143 (206.3) 31 (23.8) 39 (24.1) 73 (29.0)
10~14 204 (37.5) 57 (43.8) 66 (40.7) 81 (32.1)
>15 53 (9.7) 14 (10.8) 17 (10.5) 22 (8.7)
9.07%4.47 9.6414.93 9.291+4.37 8.63£4.26

"The total sample sized may not equate to the breakdown because of missing data; ¥ Last menstrual period,

Vol 16, No, 4, 2010

329



xt0|

A .3
Bols - &

St AER e AFade ExF W] PE0
7

8.8%2 718 WSk, 1 thero] W elulzh waA % 7

A
o
5

7} 8.3%, o] B8k ko] 7.2% Fel w02 ek,
FamAle ol §8hA b 9.3% /M wakar, 1ok

22 WL A £ 3 39718 30, BAF U] s
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ATFZAIN G Aot o] AEFeH & G F B2
T 2E9] 97} 83.3%= 7Y BSkal, 1 thgo] HH e
AE, Fle 252 A7} 14.6%01U). & JAlZFE
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Bkl 23)7} 28.5%%F AT}, #HF S0t S
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), % Z2lol 24 A AlFS FAA S0}
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Table 3. Obstacles of Marriage Immigrant Women's Prenatal Care (Multiple Selection)

Total (N=842) '

Big city (N=181) ' Small town (N=289)T  Rural area (N=372)"

Variables
% % % %

Too far 7.8 3.3 3.8 13.2
No available transport 6.7 1.7 4.2 11.0
Difficult to go alone 7.0 8.8 7.3 5.9
Difficult to communicate 8.3 7.2 9.3 8.1
Expensive cost 9.3 8.3 8.3 10.4
No health insurance 0.6 - 1.0 0.5
Ignorance of prenatal care 2.0 1.7 1.4 27
Refusal by family 1.7 2.2 1.7 1.3
Busy housework 4.2 - 2.8 7.3
No available babysitter 1.4 1.7 2.1 0.8
Others 4.0 5.0 4.2 3.5

TOnly responded questions were analysed,
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Table 4. Marriage Immigrant Women's Prenatal Care according to Pregnancy and Delivery (N=727)T
Total pNct (+) pNGt () ,
Characteristics Categories X p
n (%) n (%) n (%)

Marriage type Both first 502 (83.3) 468 (83.3) 34 (82.9) 1.96 .581
Husband-first/wife-remarriage 8(1.3) 8 (1.4) -
Husband-remarriage/wife-first 88 (14.6) 82 (14.6) 6 (14.6)

Both remarriage 5(0.8) 4(0.7) 1(2.4)
Parity 0 3(0.4) 34 (0.4) - 2,73 .604
(2.41£2.50) 1 435 (59.9) 403 (60.4) 32 (54.2)
2 207 (28.5) 187 (28.0) 20 (33.9)
3 61 (8.4) 57 (8.5) 4(6.8)
>4 20 (2.8) 17 (2.5) 3(5.1)
Health No 337 (47.5) 297 (45.5) 40 (70.2) 12.82 <.001
education Yes 373 (52.5) 356 (54.5) 17 (29.8)

Recent delivery  Vaginal 463 (76.0) 423 (76.2) 40 (74.1) 0.12 .725
Cesarean section 146 (24.0) 132 (23.8) 14 (25.9)

Recent delivery ~ Hospital 356 (59.2) 324 (59.3) 32(58.2) 3.56 .614

place Local clinic 194 (32.3) 174 (31.9) 20 (36.4)
Midwife clinic 23 (3.8) 20 (3.7) 3(5.5)
Center 13 (2.2) 13 (2.4) =
Hometown 7(1.2) 7(1.3) =
Other 8(1.3) 8 (1.5) =
Birth weight of <25 27 (4.9) 24 (4.7) 3(7.0) 0.54 .763
last baby (kg) 2.6~3.9 505 (91.8) 466 (91.9) 39 (90.7)
>4.0 18 (3.3) 17 (3.4) 1(2.3)
Artificial No 602 (93.5) 546 (93.3) 56 (94.9) 0.22 .639
abortion Yes 42 (6.5) 39 (6.7) 3(5.1)

Miscarriage No 580 (89.8) 524 (89.3) 56 (94.9) 1.86 172
Yes 66 (10.2) 63 (10.7) 3(5.1)

Stillbirth No 631 (98.1) 573 (98.1) 58 (98.3) 0.01 .919
Yes 12 (1.9) 11 (1.9) 1(1.7)

Premature No 614 (96.4) 560 (96.9) 54 (91.5) 4,42 .036

delivery Yes 23(3.6) 18 (3.1) 5(8.5)

"The total sample size may not equate to the breakdown because of missing data; ¥ prenatal care,

Table 5. Logistic Regression of Predictors of Marriage Immigrant Women's Prenatal Care (N=727)
Variables B SE Wald x* p Odds ratio 95% CI
Health education 1.04 .33 10.10 .001 2.84 1,49~5.40
Stay in Korea -0.01 .01 1.37 .242 0.99 0.98~1.00
Job -0.67 .34 3.94 .047 0.51 0.26~0.99
Premature delivery -1.14 .60 3.60 .058 0.32 0.10~1.04

e o] v} g o] Hat 23821 99.9% (Kim, Jo, Kim, Do,

& Lee, 2006)9} & A 2212 230821 97.3% (Kim,

E AT AEowle] o] Abdde] & vk A2 park, Lee, Suh, & Bang, 1993)] )& Sgith vbA, A4E
= Ao A 91. 7%= 2006d A= Z2be] ZAPE Q] $-2 olfledde] A &S 61.8%F Higk Kim, H. J.
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