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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore the
knowledge of, attitude toward, and intention to use
Emergency Contraceptive Pills (ECPs) and their relation-
ships among Korean high school girls. Methods: This study
isa cross-sectional correlational survey. Data were collected
from 191 high school girls by self-report questionnaires
from December 10 to 22, 2008. Result: The mean scores of
knowledge, attitude, and intention were 4.74 (range 1to 12),
2.60 (range 1 to 5), and 3.36 (range 1 to 5) respectively. Only
45% of participants had received education on ECPs and
most respondents (77.5%) wanted to know more about it.
Participants who had a more positive attitude toward ECPs
had a greater intention to use it. Participants who had re-
ceived education on ECPs had more knowledge than those
who had not received education. However, there were no
differences in attitude or intention between groups.
Conclusion: This study indicates that efforts should be
made to provide education on ECPs to high school girls to
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increase awareness and to minimize the misuse of ECPs.
Also, educational programs should be designed to improve
knowledge as well as promote a more positive attitude to-
ward ECPs.

Key Words : Contraception, Adolescent, Knowledge, Attitude,
Intention
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Thurlow, Ramzy, & Leyshon, 1974)7} A2 2713t o] % Tl
AA7F EGA A 1 H mgolut FARE WA Sl A 9
3t A o2 WIE|o] IR AAEIQ] levonorgestrel 0,75 mg 5
o= 124 7 02 T2AIE o|iof] B85l HdE ot
o} a2y o= 15mg 3 Y (Okewole & Arowojolu,
2005; TFPMFR, 1998)- 79 31X] &2 Anl & 71551 il
E AIZE Well B-88kAY 2l 120417 ool E-8stes H
A=A let,
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A - = Ho | A Aal Ao
Kim, & Oh, 2004), ThA] Q=312 k= 941E ofis7] 9
sho] Aol ARl 9 RS ARESHES Sh= Zlo] YA
© = SasHAINL g Yok Qhstal avbAol == (Oke -
wole & Arowojolu, 2005; Park & Han, 2002) Z8A| 55T
oJoke. AFQ.@__]— _/,: Q= A]—XJ] S :

| chal =alA oar Qlofo
T YofS avpa o= AR = Q7] ulol] Ay
T ool et HHEE AlgstoloRgitial T4
(Bozkurt et al,, 2006), 13U AAuSo] A3l 1A
se 4 o e S ere] sl d AL
AH 7] & 53] sfaL WHEAIQ] AR 5 E-8-E 4= Atk
27} A7) =] o1k} (Sripichyakan & Tangmunkongvorakul,
2006), et A= B mSA TR Rt vl ulsof of
3} sk L} sk o] Bz 0] A|zF So] Aol 0lo 2 olF] <
] Qleke] st -0 w9 A 23k A& o]t (Kang, 2008).
eSS T Jofel gt 2| A571et
IR gEao] Wl Srgon Sau ook Uaa}
Atk 7S 283] sk 421 Bavk= §lSIth (Larsson,
Eurenius, Westerling, & Tyden, 2006; Walker, Tores, Gutier —
rez, Flemming, & Bertozzi, 2004),

e YR} e 59 AYA4ES =X (Ebuehi,
Ebuehi, & Inem, 2006), X (Sripichyakan & Tangmun —
kongvorakul, 2006), 2FAF (Fuentes & Azize—Vargas, 2007),
tighY (Hodes, 2005), 4~¢ (Bozkurt et al,, 2006; Mollen
et al., 2009; Walker et al., 2004) 5-&
of| thgt A A} B &= i Q) AagolLt %7]‘—“ ot 0}‘4
2F ARgBh= dofut A9 (Sampson et al,, 2009)°1| wet &=
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Likis, 2006), 353 ool that 240 =il g7 2Rl B =&
Hol= Algo] QA AR8E 9% (Goulard, Moreau, Gil—
bert, Job—Spira, Bajos, & Cocon Group, 2006)7} & =t
HhHo] S2juiete] SHu| ool et Add+== 24t
A ggu| g ere] 287y vt gl QFAd (Park, 2000;
Park & Han, 2002), ¢3/3 (Kang & Moneyham, 2008)°|1 &
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2}, RS o Asto] AESIGaL, At 35§
T ARGl tigt Bl =7t S A S o]ttt AUEAl =
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Table 2. Attitude toward using emergency contraceptive pills

Table 1. General characteristics of participants (N=191) (N=191)
Characteristics Categories n (%) M=SD ltems M=+SD
Age (year) 15~18 23(12.0) 16.51+0.88 Fear of misuse 226+0.83

Increase of irresponsible behavior* 2.12=0.95
Grade Freshman 92 (‘218-? Increase promiscuity* 2.31+1.09
é:?}'gr 28 Ezg'% More STIs/HIV due to nonuse of condoms*  2.34::0.99
' Increase misuse* 2.25+1.01
Religion Gl 47 (24.6) Careless use of contraception 2.25+0.98
Catholic 25 (13.1)
Buddhist 32 (16.8) Easy accessibility 3.35+0.78
Other 87(45.9) Easy access 3.45+0.99
Available with ipti 291=1.14
Sexual intercourse Yes 29 (15.2) m\gil a:nii\\?gt out prescription 3 39+0 9%
experience No 162 (84.8) D o
Available to all women 3.57=0.99
Ever used ECPs Yes 3(1.6)
No 188 (98.4) Health concemns 2.16=0.72
} Might affect on pregnancy* 2.06+0.83
Had education No 105 (55.0) Harmful to the body* 2.18+0.89
about ECPs Yes 86 (45.0) Afraid to use due to side effects* 2.23+0.92
Want to know Yes 148 (77.5)
more about ECPs  No 43 (22.5) Total 2.60+0.60
ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills. *ltems were reverse-coded.
Table 3. Knowledge about emergency contraceptive pills (N=191)
Correct Incorrect
ltems
n (%) n (%)
Same ingredients as oral contraceptive pills. 39 (20.4) 152 (79.5)
Effective when taken within 72 h after unprotected sex 99 (51.8) 92 (48.2)
Effective when taken within 120 h after unprotected sex 18 (9.4) 173 (90.6)
Effective when taken before sexual intercourse* 73(38.2) 118 (61.8)
Should not be used with a pregnancy 69 (36.1) 122 (63.9)
Effective for Sexually Transmitted Infections* 81 (42.4) 110 (57.6)
Prevent implantation 119 (62.3) 72 (37.7)
Nausea is common side effect 45 (23.6) 146 (76.4)
100% effective in preventing pregnancy™ 114 (59.7) 77 (40.4)
If already pregnant, it will terminate the pregnancy* 33(17.3) 158 (82.7)
Prescription is required in Korea 108 (56.5) 83 (43.4)
More effective the sooner they are taken 108 (56.5) 83 (43.4)

Total (M=SD)

4.74+2.82

*Incorrect items.
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Table 4. Correlations among variables (N=191)
Variables 1 2 3
1. Intention to use ECPs 1
2. Knowledge about ECPs 12 1
: (.095)
: 311 -.025
3. Attitude toward ECPs (000) (727) 1

ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills.
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slaict,

] Aokl tigh 24 Hrt= 0~127 Hjoll A Bt 4,74
Moz BAWA(Kang, 2008)2] 8 527 0]}, oIt (Kang
& Moneyham, 2008)2] 5,03 Xt} Wokct, Asid-r+2ut of
148 382 F 94.5%7F Shalo| A AalS2 Wk AEo| oS
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(Ebuehi et al., 2006), 2FA} (Fuentes &
Azize—Vargas, 2007) ‘& AZ¢HERE op 2} AR (Sripich —
yakan & Tangmunkongvorakul, 2006) &%= 553 JF df

T Stk AJ4o] e Aol 354 Q FAFe R Hal Hl,

SET Yk et WSS W Tk vkR] oF2 o 7o A U2 7] et 134 3857 5 <k vF HE (49.8%) 71 65X
4 e W oo xjo)7t QIERE RASE A= Table 59F ool thsl =31 Q1AL (Bozkurt et al,, 2006), 221 4~
2}, -SFH ekl thdt S w2 Aol Y= o] Y= 52 HAAZ] gigl A &3 Q13 (Mollen et al,,
ol vl A|Aoll= FAKCE [ogt Afo|rt ot 2009), G AL dE2 A ra|deke] gk F4 4 4t &
(t=—3.340, p=.001), B (t=,355, p=.723)2} &%= (t=—706, Z2hg-o| disfl 2t FEE 2L Qldeh, e oheFst di
p=.481) k= 23k Zfol7} it Azo] -Sau Yofol| thek A4 o] F-E5HA] gk o2t At

2 3o ol vis] ARG o] A= o] FoR|aL 9]
= 9 A QL 9l Wi,
& ARl E F 0SS e o] S-S WhR| oF2- Lol

2 dite A E9] Sa T Yool theh A Ala} e W 9 vl X A-4=7F J-0l61A] w9k oL w8 vk FoflA] 22}
T5 ootslal o] 59 A E RAVSIAIAL AAXE T A A A7 Hat 5,470l 25T o= g3 T Ylefel thigk
TN o TAF2 -SF T kol thel x| 4lo] Wkl tfjokss WFAF] FESHA] YAY WSS WSSl e ekl of
7F e edekel] il o L4715 ¥t a8 YA T aapd o2 Hebo] E|X| SIAY S0 845 T4
T = et SR A,E w90, WSS ke Fo] S 712 3= 7Fs/30] Ae= AXRRIT), - AL eEe] B
A ofol| thgh A 412 Eqront i} o= TF hof Ajo] 7} Auls Qe 5 AR At o2} e 9 1155y B 1)
Table 5. Group differences by education on emergency contraceptive pills (N=191)

Had education on ECPs (n=86) No education on ECPs (n=105)
Variable t (o)
M=SD M=SD
Knowledge 5.47+2.48 4.15+2.95 -3.340 (.001)
Attitude 2.58+0.58 2.61+0.61 0.355 (.723)
Intention 3.42+1.20 3.30+0.98 -0.706 (.481)

ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills.
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