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Abstract

Purpose: This study was to identify the influence of
sexual behavior, body image, social support, and other
characteristics on sexual satisfaction in patients with

breast cancer according to their participation in a
support group. Method: Data was collected by
self-report questionnaires. Participants included 63

patients attending a support group and 76 patients
who did not participate in the support group. The
questionnaire sections consisted of sexual satisfaction,
sexual behavior, body social support and
information on general characteristics, disease-related
characteristics, and sexual life-related characteristics.
Result: There was no statistically significant difference
in sexual behavior, body image and sexual satisfaction
between the two groups. Social support scores were
significantly higher the support group. Sexual
satisfaction was positively related with sexual behavior,
post-op change of sexual intercourse frequency, body
image, and patient's education level, and negatively

image,

in

related to age in the support group. Sexual satisfaction
was positively related with sexual behavior, social
support and body image in the non support group.
Sexual behavior is predictable 37.0% of sexual
satisfaction in the support group. Sexual behavior,
body and social support is predictable for
38.0% of the sexual satisfaction in non support group
participants. Conclusion: Implications point to the
need for the development and implementation of
programs that focus specifically on sexual life issues
for breast cancer patients, as well as further research
measuring the effects of such intervention programs.
Continuous  education and  counseling  through
participation in support groups can contribute to
promote and affirm a healthy sexual life for patients
with breast cancer.
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<Table 1> General characteristics between support group and non support group

Support group

Non support group

Variables Classify (n=63) (n=76) X2 or t o
n(%) M=*SD n(%) M=*SD
Age 30~39 5( 7.9) 8(10.5) .83 41
(years) 40 ~49 25(39.7) 50.6+7.2 31(40.8) 49.4+8.5
50~59 28(44.5) 30(39.5)
= 60 5( 7.9) 7( 9.2)
Religion Haven't 8(12.7) 17(22.4) 4.46 22
Christian 26(41.3) 20(26.3)
Catholic 14(22.2) 17(22.4)
Buddhism 15(23.8) 22(28.9)
Occupation Haven't 45(71.4) 59(77.6) 2.11 35
Part time 5( 8.0) 8(10.5)
Full time 13(20.6) 9(11.9)
Education Elementary 6( 9.5) 10(13.2) 4.77 .19
Middle 18(28.6) 11(14.5)
High 27(42.9) 34(44.7)
= college 12(19.0) 21(27.6)
Husband's education Elementary 3( 4.8) 1( 1.3) 3.25 .36
Middle 8(12.7) 9(11.8)
High 30(47.6) 31(39.5)
> college 22(34.9) 36(47.4)
Monthly family's < 100 1( 1.6) 7( 9.2) -25 .81
income 101~200 23(36.5) 25(32.9)
(10 thousand won) 201~300 24(38.1) 296+132.0 21(27.6) 302+162.0
301 ~400 6( 9.5) 7( 9.2)
= 401 9(14.3) 16(20.1)
<Table 2> Disease—related characteristics between support group and non support group
Support group Non support group
Variables Classify (n=63) (n=76) X2 or t o
n(%) M=£SD n(%) M=*SD
Post operation period < 12 6 (9.5) 23(30.3) 1.38 17
(months) 13~24 15(23.8) 37.3£21.6 16(21.1) 31.4+27.6
25~60 31(49.2) 28(36.8)
> 61 11(17.5) 9(11.8)
How to mastectomy partial 9(14.3) 24(31.6) 5.69 .06
one side 53(84.1) 51(67.1)
both 1 (1.6) 1 (1.3)
Chemotherapy Yes 55(87.3) 65(85.5) .09 .76
No 8(12.7) 11(14.5)
Radiation therapy Yes 20(31.8) 26(34.2) .10 .76
No 43(68.2) 50(65.8)
Hormone therapy Yes 22(34.9) 33(43.4) 1.04 31
No 41(65.1) 43(56.6)
Menstrual status Regular 5 (7.9) 10(13.1) 4.70 .10
Irregular 7(11.1) 17(22.4)
Absent above 1 year 51(81.0) 49(64.5)
Family history Yes 6 (9.5) 8(10.5) .04 .85
(breast cancer) No 57(90.5) 68(89.5)
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<Table 3> Sexual life—related characteristics between support group and non support group

Support group Non support group
Variables Classify (n=49) (n=57) x? or t o
n(%) M=*SD n(%) M=*SD
Post-op start point of =3 29(59.2) 31(54.4) .05 .96
sexual intercourse 4~6 8(16.3) 5.3+5.7 11(19.3) 5.3+£52
7~12 10(20.4) 13(22.8)
> 12 2( 4.1) 2(3.5)
Post-op discomfort of Yes 26(53.1) 7.1£8.5 29(50.9) 6.6+8.8 27 .79
sexual intercourse No 23(46.9) 28(49.1)
Post-op change of Increase 1( 2.1) 1( 1.8) 2.82 25
sexual intercourse Decrease 35(71.4) 32(56.1)
frequency No change 13(26.5) 24(42.1)
2. ARG Fololel mE A9, AAY, 3. AR Fololo] mE YA WE v
B A sk B W u)a we]
AZAE AT} AP 0] Fel T HAS) R HE AT AEAPES ST 5 Qe WEE W] A%
247} 24834 (*11.8), 2443 (x11.1)01%0aL, AAE F A= o HEol e Y sad

[¢} o
247t 5547(+8.3), 54.77(26.9) 0.2 AFHw Fojojile] w}

Q219 Fx9} F 7o AAE T AolE oAt Unk4
S A AAFE T oAbl FAIAeRE {3t Zolrt 54, A¥ad B4, 4AgEd 54 mEb ttests)
U= AOE YEREOH(t= .18, p= .86; t= .56, p= .58), A= ANOVAE 431913, 4AE w5 4Ag vsad Wy
A ol A=At vjolde] ARA AA] Fiddee o] FAE Totalr] alA oAk dnkd 54, ek
2}z 79.9%(*11.2), 75.25(x15.8) 0% et A Fo 54, AAgdd B4, gz Agsge], AP, AlE #)H]
of o WE AMSA A= 7 wRbel] BAAOE fog A} At AAE RS 45 Pearson correlationZ} Spearman
o7} 3= Aoz YERATHt=2.02, p= .04)<Table 4>. rank correlation © & A3}

Az ol Az vkl JAE v et ool AN E il TAFLE {ost Aol AT}
Aae 47 33.278#7.2), 31.78H7.6) 024 Axyet Foid = Aoz yehd HeE Aunw, 2R ZojitoA
o] Akt vl vl AL RESo] w2 Fow o} Aol wWE AME =9 o7t FAFCE FskA
ERou SAA Fo4 fI3Kt=1.24, p= 22)<Table 5>. ERFOT(F(1, 62)=3.02, p= .04), FAT w50 W 2 A4

AL T=57e] AdRIATE SAHCE st figrs AW

<Table 4> Comparison of sexual behavior, body image (r= .65, p= .00), dH@= -36, p= .00), F= F Ju3s9
and social support between support group Wal= 30, p= .03), AAAH= 29, p= .02), A WS

and non Support group Hr= 26, p= 0401k AT BlFe Tl A 5

Support - fon suppor A4, R B4, AR Sy ue Jug usg

Factors (n=63) ere) ' ° Aol giglon], AN NI W F AT D53}

: D D AR BAReR folaA Urhd WsE A=

e w7 TS UL e

Social support 79.9+11.2 7524158 202 .04 0ol
<Table 5> Comparison of sexual satisfaction between 4, AZAGE Fojol i) uE A = ogkq 9l

support group and non support group
Support Non support AAE el 9FE A= Q1S Itskal 1 ApelH
Factor (o) e7e) 1 P < wmshy) gistel AFATOIN BAAS A w9,
M+SD M=SD 2 04?011*1L FHAAE B ARAE NSdd wsE 5
Sexual satisfaction 33.2£7.2 31.7£7.6 124 22 TR slo] o]E WMESo] A vk n|x= o3k F
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A2 FololRol e fe B0 AT WE JFagl
& Stepwise multiple regression &2 23T} g AT ok
ARG Folte] AT v JFelolN 4T v et gkl v didabsel vlws| B, zbgdAls H
I FAFCE Fost AAAAE H AYY, A, F= 1S Ao AAI3E Chang(1989)2] ol AAE w=
F A3 Wl A, Ay nSsrEs 24 4 HEETFE 34278@:=1.02) 02 FHEAE Sxpnc) A o
3}, agate] HAE u&ﬁa 37.0% A3l glglon, o = BHA77 9 =4 JdEReTh oA AeEAEET f
H, e T Auslg] Wl A, iz s WAAEe] ofgomA eHQ A A A AR 2l
EAAOR o84 gkTiTable 6> ARG 0ol Ao Agd AR Q% A7 Folgt A& A B
A T JFaleME Y BT FAKCE o o] AL RESelle &S mXl ZoR H]lrh
3 ARIAS B A, AA, AEE AXE B AzAGE o AP v S s By, 2k
Az, A "y 25 4G T g3ecloz Yl o] At Fojojile] mE AL Woll= SAHSE {3t
S A s AAE 159 38.0%E Ao, A= 2to]7h AUAARE A=A oo 44 RS Badae
[= 36, AAFE = 27, A4 A= = 100 AEES AzAE v TR 22 Zog Ul o] e ZAxt
Zb= Z10 % UERTcTable 7>. v 834 AxAddeld 9¥Hn JE Tz i)
AH A Aot ole} BHE FAES BHIANA UF
<Table 6> Factors influencing sexual satisfaction in T QA 9] W e Uepd Az B 4 o XE7HA|
support group gzl A S0 iy mEsh LA EAEde] ofd
liclolc B i F P 93)4 Agoltt Wz zASFe] vA L Q7] wE] A
Sexual behavior .33 37 27.45 .00 2] Zol7) oo AubAel AAE mEo ojaks
wHA] E5 Ao R AbgEt
<Table 7> Factors influencing sexual satisfaction in non B o7 ANE A4 wwalels Ralrt gloit A4
oo e % ux ma 4o A9 Fe 9xmA A¥sn gons
Variables B R® Cum R? F P - oottt o N =
Sexual behavior 36 28 2878 .00 gAML felst @ et Al 22l
Body image 27 34 .06 679 .01 Fofgk el kY] 4] dele 3AAR WEE Bl
Social Support .10 38 04 449 M Samarel £(1997), Rustoen(2000), Park(1999), Kwon 5(2001),
Klm(zooz)A Oi?éﬂ}ﬂ Aol %13}1 E 7 9} wEkA
= o] ahe] Ae) g pEom *“E% S TEAA SATAY
A=At JEJ"%ﬂ et 5‘%} é ALS =8 F e
1. AFAdy AyE o= TR WS BE AEEE 9% & A vk S48
= 975 B3 AxAdo] AL vkl ojust kS v
AR GG =] BAE AR, Axdd & A=A 8k Urtol @ Aotk thA] deiAbd, 2 Ao 4
oyt AR nFeTe] AT v FAHdsE A7 e 7 ARG v ARA FAladEN Azt
3328 +7.2), 31.748@7.6) 0% Ueht AxAd Fojolilo < Ags|el FEskA KIlEE HAE STk AR
2 AAE 152 fost Aolrt fSlek ols AT & of st =AY a¥zE 1 IS A fEiAe AA
ol SxlE fiido® 3k Ahn(2001)2] Ht A8 “’Jﬁ?— A g3 AE A4 ZEafE Y] O adE 54
T 31358 (#4.98) Bt =9kem™, Yoot Cho(2001)%] 28.6% A7t JE o Aok gt
#6.53) 0L A = 5307 /YPdd ARtk LM%
g, ol & A7 tidApt i dersketa ol WAt 2. 3L, AAS, AFEA ZA9F AL =
Aorjo] B gPRtE 5 F ARk o T AT
AgH AEo|E® % o)9e] A5E A% YT A AXAG Fojo ol wE AeS Avnd, A I
o Wk k2 AEelA FA] wlEel AoR AlmHr) ool Firs 2483 (x11.8)01%0 L, AT B e
T3k BRAMIAEE W e 3E o eE 8 Jun F BAAFE 2448(=11.1) 22 e} 22wt Zojoi i) u}
(1996)8] ATtellx BH, et $ate] AdAg wske] glof E A= Foet zel7k fllck A9l 23 HaA
WAMAXE F7 A 7P W2 NS A4S Kool WAL FEE 7V HADEF 708 FAA AAG FHeiTo] 2.75
AAE F3 6712 FHEH AF IEES B 2 A4 4 A, AP ool 2713082 A2 Fofire] Az
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