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Evaluation of Website that Provide Information about Scoliosis

Dae Moo Shim, MD, Jin Young Park, MD, Jung Hwan Yang, MD,
Sang Su Choi, M D, and Cha Mi Lee, RN,

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, School of Medicine, Wonkwang University Hospital, Iksan, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to evaluate the quality and accuracy of information on the Web
about scoliosis.

Materials and Methods: Five search engines were selected and the key word "scoliosis" was entered.
25 web site were chosen. Each Web site was evaluated for the type, quality, accuracy of Web site. Web
site type was classified as academic, commercial, physician, nonphysician. Web site quality was evaluated
according to scoliosis specific content using 32 disease specific key words. The accuracy was evaluated
by three board certified orthopaedic surgeons. One point was given when we agreed with less than 25%
of the information and four points were given when we agreed with greater than 75%.

Results: 25 Web sites were evaluated, 20% were academic, 64% were physician based. The quality
score for academic was 13.4, physician 8.2. The accuracy score for academic was 10.6, physician 6.9.
Conclusion: The internet information about scoliosis is limited for quality and information value. The
majority of the Web sites were physician site but the quality and accuracy score were poor. The lowest
scoring Web sites were physician sites. The public and medical association need to be aware of the
limitation of the Web site. The guide line and certification for the Web site about scoliosis should be
established.
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Table 2. Scoliosis Specific Content

Search engines Websites evaluated

Naver
(http://www naver.com)

. www healthcare joins com
. www healthkorea net
www MEZ=0EE kr/
www spinecor.co kr/
www spinekorea com/
www scoliosis.co kr/

. www chunal14.com/

. www jjungpung.com/

. Www barunmom co kr/

- www _cnsclinic.co kr/

. WWW,guro.org

. www _chirolee co kr

. www okbundang.co kr

- www drilsan.com

. www doctorgood.com

. www painok.com/

. Www koreasurgery.com
. www.msmedtech com

. nongae gsnu.ac kr/-ssurgeon/
. www jaseclinic.com

. Www 0syoon.co Kr/

. www mdchiropractic .net/
. www kshospital net/

. spine_.schuh.ac kr/

. www kijtop.com/

Daum
(http://www daum net)
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Yahoo korea
(http://www yahoo co kr)
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Nate
(http://www nate.com)
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Paran
(http://www paran.com)
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Disease Summary
Spinal deformity
Structural/nonstructural curves
Vertebral rotation
X-ray
MRI
Adams forward bending test
Cobb angle
Plumb line
Rib vertebral angle
Risser staging
Cervical/thoracic/lumbar curves
Severity/degree of curvature
Gender of the patient
Back pain
Classification
Postural curves
Functional curves
|diopathic infantile scoliosis
|diopathic juvenile scoliosis
|diopathic adolescent scoliosis
Congenital scoliosis
Neuromuscular scoliosis
Treatment
Observation
Physical therapy
Bracing
Spinal fusion
Excision of vertebrae
Complication
Progression of curve
Failure of instrumentation
Pseudoarthrosis
Crank shaft phenomen
Psychosocial implication
Neurologic deficit
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Fig. 1. Graph shows ratios of website in studied websites,
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Fig. 2. Graph shows quality of information,
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Fig. 3. Graph shows accuracy of information,



HF Z0150| tisto FEE MSsHs &H[0[XIQ] EIt

Table 3. Web Site Score Summary

Quality score Accuracy score

Web site: creator (maximum score=15) (maximum score=12)

Academic 134 106
Physician 8.25 6.93
Non-physician 10.0 75
Commercial 95 8.0

ANOVA (Quality p=0,010, Acurracy p<0,001)
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