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—Abstract—

Paragonimiasis on lumbar epidural space
- A case reporti -

in Kim, M.D,, Han Chang, M.D., Sung Chul Kim, M,D,,
Sung Kwan Hwang, M.D,, Chang Suck Kang, M.D.*

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. Clinical Pathologyv”,
Catholic University Medical College, Secul, Korea.

Saragonimus westermani mainly infests the lung parenchyme, and it is also
causes ectopic parasitism of various sites, such as brain, liver and subcutaneous
tissue but there have been no reports in literature aboul paragonimiasis infest-
ing lumbar epidural space.

A 58-year-old housewife complained of lumbago and radiating pain to both
lower extremities for 20 vears. Calcified extradural masses were found by preop-
erative plain X-ray, myelogram, and CT scan. Intraoperatively, cystic mass in
the epidural space at 1.2-3 was found and confirmed to be paragonimiasis by
histopathological study. A case of ectopic paragonimiasis in the lumbar epidural
space at L2-3 level is presented.

Key Words : Lumbar epidural space, Paragonimus westermani
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Fig. 1., Roentgenogram of lumbar spine
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Schematic diagram demonstrating CT finding of fig. 2-A.

a. Clacified masses expand inte both neural foramens.

b. Thecal sac compressed by the mass,
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Fig, 2-A., B. Preoperative myelographic C7T scan at L2
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Fig. 3, Intraoperative photograph showing
encapsulated extradural cyst within Fig. 4, Cyvst wall showing multiple small
spinal canal, yvellow masses by gel-like material,

Fig., &, Photomicrograms of the calcified mass,

A, Egegs of Paragonimus westermani surrounded by hyalinized thick fibrous tissue.
(H-E stain, =40

B, Higher magnification of oval shaped-eggs of Paragomus westermani with opercu
lum and degenerated internal structures and surrounding chronic inflammatory
cell infiltration, (H-F stain, =200

C. Caleium deposit around thd degenerated eggs of Paragonumus westermani. (H-E
stain, 200
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