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Analysis of Factors Affecting Unmet Healthcare Needs of Married Immigrant Women

Kim, Su Hee' - Lee, Chung Yul?

'College of Nursing, Graduate School, Yonsei University, Seoul
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the factors affecting the unmet healthcare needs of married immigrant women. Meth-
ods: This study was a secondary data analysis using data from the 2009 National Survey of Multicultural Families. Data collected from
58,735 married immigrant women who had spouses were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi-square test, and logistic regression.
Results: Overall, 9.9% of married immigrant women have unmet healthcare needs. The significant predictors related to unmet healthcare
needs were young age, high level of education, employed, country of origin, long period of residence, low income, uninsured, urban area,
low level of subjective health status, and illness experience over past two weeks. In particular, four variables (long period of residence,
low income, subjective health status, and illness experience over past two weeks) significantly predicted unmet healthcare needs for
women from all countries of origin. Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that common predictors related to unmet healthcare
needs of married immigrant women are a long period of residence, low income, subjective health status, and illness experience over past
two weeks. Therefore intervention strategies to decrease unmet healthcare needs should focus on these significant predictors.
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Table 1. Unmet Healthcare Needs by the General Characteristics of Married Immigrant Women (N=58,735)
Total Met need Unmet need
Factors Characteristics Categories e p
N* (%) N*(%") N* (%)
Total 58,735 (100) 53,008 (90.1) 5,727 (9.9)
Predisposing Age (year) <29 25,315 (40.3) 23,919 (94.3) 1,396 (5.7) 1,518.9 <.001
factors 30-39 19,574 (35.8) 17,344 (88.7) 2,230 (11.3)
40-49 10,333 (18.1) 8,791 (85.7) 1,542 (14.3)
=50 3,513 (5.8) 2,954 (84.2) 559 (15.8)
Education level < Middle school 21,559 (35.6) 19,654 (90.6) 1,905 (9.4) 16.9 <.001
High school 24,571 (42.6) 22,140 (90.0) 2,431 (10.0)
= College 12,090 (21.8) 10,731 (89.6) 1,359 (10.4)
Employment Unemployed 37,508 (64.0) 34,134 (90.7) 3,374 (9.3) 60.0  <.001
Employed 20,535 (36.0) 18,239 (89.2) 2,296 (10.8)
Country of origin Ethnic Korean in China 20,391 (29.3) 17,917 (87.8) 2,474 (12.2) 1,074.6 <.001
China 8,033 (27.9) 7,284 (90.3) 749 (9.7)
Vietnam 16,210 (21.0) 15,420 (95.1) 790 (4.9)
Philippines 5,034 (6.8) 4,430 (88.0) 604 (12.0)
Japan 3,436 (4.7) 2,843 (83.2) 593 (16.8)
Other 5,631 (10.4) 5,114 (90.8) 517 (9.2)
Stay in Korea 0-11 5,129 (9.9) 4,924 (95.6) 205(4.4) 1,226.6  <.001
(month) 12-59 27,567 (51.5) 25,535 (92.0) 2,032 (8.0)
60-119 13,460 (24.4) 11,686 (87.2) 1,774 (12.8)
120-770 8,239 (14.1) 6,921 (84.4) 1,318 (15.6)
Enabling factors  Monthly household <99 11,841 (22.0) 9,555 (79.5) 2,286 (20.5) 3,678.8 <.001
income 100-199 22,631 (44.7) 20,403 (89.8) 2,228 (10.2)
(10,000 won) 200-299 10,854 (22.5) 10,393 (95.8) 461 (4.2)
=300 4,861 (10.8) 4,738 (97.9) 123 (2.2)
Health insurance Not insured 5,514 (14.2) 4,751 (86.0) 763 (14.0) 332.9 <.001
National health insurance 33,026 (77.9) 29,877 (90.6) 3,149 (9.4)
Medical aid 3,382 (7.9) 2,867 (85.0) 515 (15.0)
Region Rural 20,073 (29.5) 18,324 (91.3) 1,749 (8.7) 68.7  <.001
Urban 38,594 (70.5) 34,622 (89.6) 3,972 (10.4)
Korean proficiency Poor 9,661 (19.3) 8,851 (90.9) 810(9.1) 23.7  <.001
Moderate 27,199 (50.9) 24,575 (90.3) 2,624 (9.7)
Good 16,970 (29.8) 15,177 (89.5) 1,793 (10.5)
Need factors Subjective health status ~ Poor 5,855 (10.0) 4,100 (69.2) 1,755 (30.8) 6,649.8 <.001
Moderate 21,701 (36.2) 19,262 (88.6) 2,439 (11.4)
Good 31,080 (53.8) 29,556 (95.1) 1,524 (4.9)
liness experience over ~ No 49,869 (88.2) 46,001 (92.2) 3,868(7.8) 3,1494 <.001
past 2 weeks Yes 6,329 (11.8) 4,794 (75.7) 1,535 (24.3)

*Unweighted; 'Weighted.
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Table 2. Predictors of Unmet Healthcare Needs of Married Immigrant Women (N=58,735)
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Factors Variables
OR (95% Cl) OR (95% Cl) OR (95% Cl)
Predisposing Age (year) (ref: 18-29) 1.29 (1.25-1.33)* 1.11(1.07-1.15)* 0.96 (0.92-0.99)*
factors Education level (ref: < Middle school) 0.91 (0.88-0.94)* 111 (1.07-1.16) 116 (1.11-1.22)f
Employment
Unemployed 1 1 1
Employed 0.89 (0.85-0.93) 1.03 (0.97-1.09) 1.10(1.04-1.17)f
Country of origin
Ethnic Korean in China 1 1 1
China 1.02 (0.96-1.08) 1.01(0.94-1.09 1.04 (0.96-1.13
Vietnam 0.62 (0.56-0.67)F 0.54 (0.48-0.61) 0.58 (0.51-0.66)
Philippines 1.33 (1.21-1.45)F 0.80 (0.70-0.91) 0.97 (0.84-1.12
Japan 1.34 (1.22-1.46)F
Other 1.00 (0.92-1.08) 0.87 (0.77-0.97) 1.08 (0.96-1.21
( )

Enabling factors

Need factors

Stay in Korea (months) (ref: 0-11)

Monthly household Income
(10,000 won) (ref: < 99)

Health insurance
Not insured
National health insurance
Medical aid

Region
Rural
Urban

Korean proficiency (ref: Poor)
Subjective health status (ref: Poor)

liness experience over past 2 weeks
No

1.30 (1.27-1.34)

1.35 (1.30-1.40)

)
)
)
1.34 (1.19-151)
)
)
0.40 (0.39-0.42)*

;
0.71 (0.66-0.77)%
0.90 (0.80-0.99)*

-
1.32 (1.23-1.41)

0.91 (0.86-0.95)*

( )
( )
( )
1.50 (1.32-1.70)¢
( )
1.27 (1.22-1.32)f
0.45 (0.44-0.47)¢

1
0.73 (0.68-0.79)*
0.82(0.73-0.92)"

:
1.28 (1.19-1.37)

1.00 (0.95-1.05)
0.46 (0.44-0.48)*

1

Yes 1.88 (1.75-2.02)*
*p<.05; Tp<.01; #p<.001.
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Table 3. Predictors of Unmet Healthcare Needs of Married Immigrant Women by Ethnicity (N=53,104)
Ethnic Korean in China Vietnam Philippines Japan
Variables China (n=20,391) (n=8,033) (n=16,210) (n=5,034) (n=3,436)
OR (95% Cl) OR (95% Cl) OR (95% ClI) OR (95% Cl) OR (95% Cl)
Unmet Healthcare Need 12.2% 9.7% 4.9% 12.0% 16.8%
Predisposing factors
Age (year) (ref: 18-29) 0.87 (0.82-0.92)* 1.02 (0.96-1.10) 1.13(0.91-1.41) 1.03 (0.85-1.24) 0.94 (0.79-1.13)
Education level 1.19 (1.11-1.28)* 1.12 (1.03-1.21)" 0.85(0.71-1.01) 1.39 (1.11-1.73)F 0.90 (0.74-1.10)
(ref: < Middle school)
Employment
Unemployed 1 1 1 1 1
Employed 1.07 (0.97-1.17) 1.01(0.90-1.14) 1.12 (0.89-1.40) 1.15(0.90-1.47) 1.40 (1.14-1.73)F

Stay in Korea (months) 1.19 (1.12-1.26)*
(ref: 0-11)
Enabling factors

Monthly household Income 0.46 (0.44-0.49)

(10,000 won) (ref: < 99)
Health insurance

1.23 (1.14-1.33)%

0.41(0.38-0.44)*

141 (1.16-1.71)t

0.50 (0.43-0.58)*

Not insured 1 1 1
National health insurance 0.71 (0.62-0.81)* 0.71 (0.62-0.81)* 0.86 (0.64-1.14)
Medical aid 0.79 (0.65-0.97) 0.78 (0.63-0.97) 0.87 (0.56-1.35)
Region
Rural 1 1 1
Urban 1.44(1.27-1.62)¢ 1.26 (1.08-1.46)" 1.08 (0.88-1.32)
Korean proficiency 0.98 (0.90-1.06) 1.03(0.94-1.12) 0.96 (0.81-1.15)
(ref: Poor)
Need factors

Subjective health status (ref: Poor) 0.45 (0.42-0.48)*

liness experience over
past 2 weeks
No 1 1
Yes 2,02 (1.81-2.26)* 1.87 (1.563-1.99)

0.45 (0.42-0.49)*

0.44 (0.38-0.51)*

1
263 (2.02-3.43)*

1.30 (1.08-157)F  1.32(1.12-1.56)"

0.61(0.53-0.71)* 0.46 (0.40-0.53)*

1 1

072 (0.53-0.99)  0.84(0.59-1.20)
1,00 (0.69-1.45) 0.77 (051-1.19)
1 1
137 (1.08-174F  0.88(0.71-1.08)
0.95 (0.74-1.21) 0.90 (0.75-1.08)

055 (0.46-0.65F  0.47 (0.40-0.55)*

1 1
157 (1.10-2.24)  1.57 (1.21-2.08)f

*p<.05; Tp<.01; #p<.001.
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