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Purpose: This study aimed was done to analyze recent trends in nursing research published in the Journal of Korean
Academy of Nursing by focusing on the content of nursing interventions and their level of evidence. Methods: A total of 209
studies published between 2007 and 2008 were reviewed using analysis criteria developed by the researchers. Results:
The number of quantitative studies was greater than that of qualitative studies. There was a slight increase in the number of
qualitative studies and studies including elderly populations, which reflects the recent population trend in Korea. More ran-
domized controlled trials with a low risk of bias were needed to support more evidence-based nursing practice. Concerning
the low rate of ethical consideration, stricter application of research ethics needs to be encouraged. Conclusion: The findings
of this study suggest the recent trends in nursing research and the direction of nursing research and review in the Journal.
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Table 1. Overall Analysis of Published Papers (N=209)
Characteristics Classifications Contents n %
Manuscript type Research paper 122 58.4
Grant 75 359
Thesis or dissertation 12 5.7
Research type Quantitative research 177 84.7
Qualitative research 30 144
Review paper 2 1.0
Research participants Well participants Children, adolescents 24 115
Adults 44 21.1
Elderly 34 16.3
Overall aged subjects 1 0.5
Subtotal 103 49.3
Il participants Children, adolescents ) 15
Adults 31 14.8
Elderly 13 6.2
Overall aged subjects 2 1.0
Subtotal 49 23.4
Health care provider Nurse 25 12.0
Nursing students 4 1.9
Documents Literature & paper 11 8.3
Family o) 24
Administration Nursing cost 3 14
Informatics Information 3 14
Organization Institutions 2 1.0
Others Animal, instrument, etc. 4 19
Ethical consideration* Verbal consent 91 47.9
Written consent 48 253
Institutional Review Board (IRB) 16 8.4
No reported & 184

*Non applicable cases excluded.
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Table 2. Characteristics of Quantitative Research (N=177)
Characteristics Classifications Contents n %
Design Experimental study True experimental study 5 28
Quasi experimental study 45 254
Pre-experimental s‘rudyI 7 4.0
Subtotal 57 322
Survey 93 525
Methodological study 18 10.2
Meta analysis 3 1.7
Secondary data analysis 2 1.0
Others 4 19
Conceptual framework™ Presented 42 23.7
Not presented 108 61.0
Criteria for Sample size* Yes 88 58.7
No 62 413
Data collection method Questionnaire 102 57.6
Physiological measure 33 18.6
Interview 18 10.2
Literature analysis 11 6.2
Observation 4 23
Delphi 2 1.1
Chat review 2 11
Others 4 23
Reliability of instrument™ Reported 129 80.1
Not reported 32 19.9
Validity of instrument™ Reported 64 421
Not reported 88 579
Permission for instrument use™ Reported 9 6.6
Not reported 127 934
Data analysis method" Descriptive statistics 175 98.9
Parametric statistics t-test 93 525
ANOVA 48 271
Multiple range test 32 18.1
Repeated measure ANOVA 14 7.9
ANCOVA 15 85
Correlation 58 328
Multiple regression 35 19.8
Logistic regression 8 45
Factor analysis 7 34
Discriminant analysis 9 4.3
Canonical analysis 5 2.4
Lisrel 8 1.4
Path analysis 4 19
Non parametric statistics Chi square 43 24.3
Fisher's exact 16 9.0
Mann-Whitney 32 18.1
McNemar 12 6.8
Kruskal Wallis 8 14
Wilcoxon's 8 14
Others Multidimensional scaling 1 05

*Non applicable cases excluded; Tl\/IuIti|oIe responses; j[Single group pre-post test.
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o, I AT AL B oA AqEolA Bdt B REHAR}
W wolehe 71ed] A S ARSHITHIT5, 98,9%).
I 5ol = t—test 52.5% (93H), Correlation 32.8% (58%H),
Analysis of variance (ANOVA) 27.1% (48%H), Multiple re—
gression 19.8% (359¥), Analysis of covariance (ANCOVA)
8.5% (15%), Repeated measure ANOVA 7.9% (14%H) 9]
At I 8hof| Logistic regression, Factor analysis, Discri—
minant analysis, Canonical analysis, Lisrel, Path analy—
sis 50| UQIT}, HES EAEA B 0 &&= Chi-square test
24.3% (4392 71 B ™ Mann—Whitney test 18.1%
(329), Fisher's exact test 9% (16%#), McNemar test 6.8%
123) ¢=o]9lem, Kruskal Wallis, Wilcoxon's test 5°] Sl

K Table 2).

Al
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Table 3. Analysis of Intervention Studies (N=57)
Chgrgc— Classifications Contents n %
teristics
Intervention  New Education (individual, group) 9 15.8
sources interventions  Program protocol 5 88
Web based teaching 8 B3
Nursing therapeutics 2 &b
Exercise g B3
Alternative therapeutics 1 18
Others 6 105
Subtotal 29 509
Existing Exercise 9 158
interventions  Alternative therapeutics 5 88
Education 8 B3
Supportive care 2 35
Nursing therapeutics 2 35
Rehabilitation (social 2 35
skill training)
Counseling 1 18
Others 4 70
Subtotal 28 491
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AA A= F 300, AEAE AR At
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Table 4. Analysis of Qualitative Research (N=30)
Characteristics Classifications n %
Design Phenomenology 11 36.7
Grounded theory 6 20.0
Narrative analysis 2 6.7
Focus group 1 3.3
Qualitative content analysis 2 6.7
Concept analysis 2 6.7
Q-Methodology 6 20.0
Philosophical Yes 17 60.7
background™ No 11 39.3
Researcher Yes 9 321
training™ No 19 67.9
Data collection In-depth interview 23 76.7
method Observation 2 6.7
Questionnaire 2 6.7
Literature search 2 6.7
Others 1 33
Reliability Reported 20 66.7
Not reported 10 33
Validity Reported 21 70.0
Not reported 9 30.0

*Non applicable cases excluded.
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Table 5. Level of Evidence of Research (N=209)
Characteristics Classifications n %
Evidence level T++ 0 0.0

1+ 2 1.0
1- 3 14
2++ B 16.8
2+ 6 29
2- 12 5.7
3 151 72.3
4 0 0.0
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